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SHOW-ME REGIONAL FAST APPROACHING 

 
After nearly a year of planning, the NCRS Show-Me Regional is now only six months away.   

 

Online registration for the event is now open on the NCRS national website and will save you $25 over 

sending a paper registration form.  Register now at  https://www.forums.ncrs.org/register/event-

subscription.php    

 

Now it is time to staff the event.  Volunteers are invited to assist with registration each day, laying out 

the judging and moving cars in the Expo Center on Thursday, directing and controlling access to the 

trailer parking lot each day, greeting at the welcome reception on Thursday evening and at the awards 

banquet on Saturday evening.  If you are 

available a couple hours here or there 

while at the event, please contact John 

Foster, Joan Burnett, or Kelly Waite.  

 

The event has attracted a group of great 

sponsors who have generously 

committed to making this regional a 

success for everyone involved.  Raffle 

tickets are available for a $1,500 

certificate provided by DeWItts Radiator.  Only 150 tickets will be sold and the cost is $20 per ticket.   

 

Plan now to join in and Show-Us your Corvette! 
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CHAPTER OFFICERS for 2024 

 

Chair, Bill Mulder      513-305-8949   billMulder123@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair, Mike Marsden   636-399-3741   mmarsden@demoulin.com 

Secretary, Kay Augustus   636-362-4231   kay.augustus410@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Joan Burnett    636-462-4401   joanieburnett@gmail.com 

Board Member, Jeanene Kreevich 618-656-5398   billandjeanene@att.net 

Board Member, Bill West   314-805-2966   bwestgmail.com  
Board Member, Kurt Kobusch  314-578-6874   kkobusch1@outlook.com 
Judging, Chair Kelly Waite   636-284-0500   kellywaite@att.net  
Membership Chair, Jim Sahrmann 314-393-7338   jim.sahrmann@geco.com 

Charity Chair, Joan Burnett  636-462-4401   joanieburnett@gmail.com   
Webmaster, Joe Raine    314-799-7513    j.r.raine@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor, John Foster  314-277-2204   foster.johnfjr@gmail.com 
 

NCRS ST. LOUIS CHAPTER FACEBOOK GROUP  

 
Are you a Facebook user?  If so, check out the Chapter’s new Facebook Group.  There 

are over 60+ members on board already.  Catch up with the latest Chapter news, events, 

and judging accompishments.  Share your Corvette news, photos, and even your need 

for parts or even just one more Corvette.    When you log in to Facebook, search for the 

NCRS St. Louis Chapter.  Join today!! 

 

NCRS NATIONAL CONVENTION 2025 

 
Plan now to attend the 2025 NCRS National Convention September 7-11 

at the South Point Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas.  In addition to judging 

some of the best Corvettes on the planet, there are a plethora of things to 

do in and around Vegas.  There are planned tours of Hoover Dam, The 

Ron Fellows Driving School, and even the Mob Museum.    

 

REGIONAL EVENTS 

Many members complain about not having an opportunity to judge at 

regional and national events.  Here’s the secret to breaking into the national 

judging teams.  It takes time but… attend regional events and register to be an Observer Judge.  You 

will have the opportunity to observe the more experienced judges and most will take the time to tutor 

you while they judge.  In addition to developing your skills, establishing a relationship with the team 

leaders and making your interests known is also key.   Consider attending one of the upcoming 

regional events:  S. Carolina April 3-5, Arizona May 1-3, Texas October 23-25 and of course 

Springfield, MO July 17-19   Check them out in The Driveline and register online at 

www.ncrs.org/events 

  

http://www.ncrs.org/events
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CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS   

 
Join us at 6:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month for our dinner meetings 

The Sports Café, 3579 Pennridge Dr., Bridgeton, MO 
 

Date Activity Location 

February 18 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

      Presentation – Dave Williams What’s Hot & Not Hot in the Car Market 

March    

 18 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

      Presentation - TBD 

    

April 3-5 Carolinas Regional Clemson University, NV 

 15 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 26 StL Chapter Judging Meet Fast Lane, St. Charles, MO 

    

May 1-3 Arizona Regional  Glendale, AZ 

 20 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 17 Poage Chevrolet Salute the Troops Show Wentzville, MO 

 31 Caffeine & Chrome Gateway Classic Cars Collinsville, IL 

 31  StL Chapter Judging Meet at Caffeine & Chrome 

    

June 6-7 Bloomington Gold Bloomington, IL 

 17 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM  Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 21 StL Chapter Picnic Love Park, Manchester, MO 

    

July 15 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 17-19 Show-Me Regional Springfield, MO 

    

August 19 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 21-23 Corvettes At Carlisle Carlisle, PA 

    

September 7-11 NCRS National Convention Las Vegas, NV 

 16 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 28 StL Chapter Judging Meet Love Park, Manchester, MO 

    

October 21 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 24-26 Lone Star Regional Frisco, TX 

    

November 18 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

 22-23 Muscle Car and Corvette Nationals Rosemont, IL 

    

December 17 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting 6:30 PM Sports Café, Bridgeton 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS WILL BE ADDED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

 

For More Information on St. Louis Region Car Shows and Events Join the 

“Car Show, Swap Meets, and Cruises St. Louis Metro Edition” Facebook Group 
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NCRS CHAPTER AWARDS PROGRAM 

 
The St. Louis Chapter is a perennial recipient of the NCRS Chapter Top Flight Award.  We utilize this 
awards program to ensure we have an active chapter that has something to offer for all out our 
Chapter members.  We report our progress quarterly to the NCRS and the annual awards are 
presented to Chapters at the following National Convention.  In 2024 we again completed all of the 
required AND variable activities and anticipate receiving our Chapter Top Flight Award at the 
NCRS Nation Convention In Las Vegas. 
 

NCRS CHAPTER AWARDS PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
Chapter Top Flight Award®:  Must perform/complete all nine required activities and a minimum of 
six variable activities during the program year.   
Chapter Second Flight Award®: Must perform/complete eight required activities and a minimum of 
five variable activities during the program year.  
Chapter Third Flight Award®:  Must perform/complete seven required activities and a minimum of 
four variable activities during the program year.   
 

REQUIRED ACTIVITIES VARIABLE ACTIVITIES 

Host Chapter Judging Meet 1 Chapter Member Cars Judged at a Chapter or 
Regional Event 

5% (4) 

Conduct Technical Seminar 1 Technical Articles published in the Chapter 
Newsletter, The Legend 

6 

Conduct One Judging School 1 Members that judged/tabulated at a Chapter 
or Regional Event 

15% (2)  

(Conduct One Membership Meeting 1 Chapter members that drove a Corvette to a 
Chapter meeting/event 

15% (12) 

Conduct Stand Alone Charitable Event 1 Chapter Members that drove a Corvette on a 
Chapter Road Tour 

5% (4) 

Conduct Chapter Road Tour 1 Facebook Page with at least one video of an 
NCRS event Chapter members who attended 
at least one Chapter event 

20% (15) 

Conduct Chapter Social Event 1 Setup an NCRS display at a non-NCRS event to 
promote the NCRS 

1 

Maintain Chapter Website  Donate a Minimum of $500 to a 501(c)(3) 
Charity 

$500 

Submit IRS form 990 for 2023    
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FROM THE CHAIR by Bill Mulder NCRS#60998 

 

Dear All: 

We are coming to the end of another year and for the club it has been another good year. We have had 
significant growth starting recently in 2023. This is due to many factors but some factors include the 
efforts of our Membership Chairman, Jim Sahrmann, and an increased number and variety of events 
provided by our Events Chairman, Dave Burke.  They must be doing things right as we now have 
regular attendees like Tim Powderly and Fred Vincel that drive 270 miles round trip from the Cape 
followed closely by Don Stower with 225 miles round trip. 
 
We started the growth in 2023 and continued that improvement in 2024 with events such as: 
 
2023 Major Events - A spring opener and out of state speaker Chris Sherman; Chapter Summer Picnic; 
Steve Gissy garage tour & pool party; and, Fall Bill West fall closer garage tour 
 
2024 Major Events - Spring Diane and Walt Kunz open house; Spring Gary Bosselman judging 
seminars on stamp pads and on C2/C3 vin tags; Summer D&A Corvette’s open house; Summer Aircraft 
Restoration Museum Tour; Fall Vietnam Veterans Road Tour; and, Fall It’s Alive Garage Tour 
 
This is only a small part of the events and changes and there is so much more with events provided by 
Kurt Kobusch, Dave Buescher, Walt and Diane Kunz, Andy Franke, Randy Howard and so many more 
at our chapter dinner meetings. Thank you all for helping bring more events for members.  
 
We also had some first-time events with annually recurring sponsors, including Sig’s Automotive 
arranged by Mike Hanley, Mother’s Car Products that I arranged, as well as support from D&A 
Corvette and TIN Restorations. 
 
It is difficult to determine who our member of the year would be this year. We had so many people 
involved and active in bringing interesting events to the members. For example: 
 
Jim Sahrmann read The Factory of Dreams, written by Mike Dixon about his many years at the Corvette 
plant. Jim was so impressed with the book that he hunted down Mike and convinced him to make a 
presentation at our Chapter dinner meeting. Jim went the extra mile by preparing questions with Mike 
to help guide the presentation. 
  
Kelly Waite, Kurt Kobusch and Dave Burke made many personal visits to Fast Lane and talked to the 
owner which finally convinced the owner to allow us to have judging meets at Fast Lane free of charge 
and use his Banquet Facility free of charge (normal cost is $1,000). 

 
Jim also saw Corey Peterson’s car (possibly 1953 Corvette #001) at Bloomington Gold this summer 
and was so impressed he worked with Corey to provide a presentation to us.  
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FROM THE CHAIR, Continued…  
 
Many people did not know of all the actions going on behind the scenes and 
in appreciation and recognition of all the work and great results, the person 
selected as Member of the Year was Dave Burke. Here is a photo of Dave 
receiving his award at the Holiday Party. Thank you, Dave!  
 
Regarding future events, we do need a volunteer to be our Events Chair for 
2025 as Dave Burke, our prior Event Chair has decided to allow someone 
else to fill the position.  What a huge addition he has been and the excitement 
and fun he has brought to the Chapter.  
 
Some of the things he did that have nothing to do with cars but has everything to do with fun that made 
a major impact on me: 
 

Kelly, the tin man – a man with a big heart awarded at the Holiday Party 
 
 
Bill Naeger the man who has 
remained consistent for 40 years. 
Untucked dress shirt then and 
now. He is the man! Shown at one 
of our Dinner Meetings.  
 
And of course, Andy Franke, The 

Pirate. Teaching us at a dinner meeting about storing cars 
and the pitfalls that can occur.   
 

 
GOALS for 2025 

 
Let us have a common goal to provide more fun. Do we have another pool party? Road tour and garage 
tours like to the Vietnam Memorial, and the Aircraft Museum Tour? Visit more restoration shops like the 
open houses like It’s Alive and D&A Corvette? 
 
I am also joining Randy and Ruth Howard on the St. Children’s Hospital Spring run to Tennessee.   
Randy and Ruth raised $44,000 in 2024. Let us increase our club contribution from their 1 car to 4 cars 
from our Chapter. Let us get the cars out, enjoy a drive, meet other people who like cars and have 
some fun. I will go and take one of my cars. We need two more volunteers to take their cars. Please 
contact the Howards at 314.960.7949.  
 

I hope each of you as a great 2025!!!  
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CHAPTER JUDGING REPORT by Judging Chair Kelly Waite NCRS#27432 

 

I hope you all had a great Holiday!  It is extremely cold right now… but hoping Spring will get here soon.  
 
I am really looking forward to our upcoming Show Me Regional in Springfield, Missouri on July 17th thru 
19th.  This is going to be an incredible event!!!  I hope you all will attend and volunteer to help staff a 
couple hours here and there!!  I think we have a lot of member’s cars signed up for Chapter judging in 
preparation of our Regional ☺!!! 
 
We have our Spring Judging event scheduled on Saturday, April 26, 2025 at Fast Lane Classic Cars in 
St. Charles.   We had our last September Judging Event there and it was very well received!  Great to 
be able to Judge cars indoors or outdoors.   See flyer for April 26th event in this newsletter. 
 
Right now, we have the following cars registered up for April at Fast Lane: 

• 1967 Coupe – Kurt Kobusch 

• 1967 Coupe – David Williams 

• 1967 Coupe – Steve Gorman 

• 1967 or 1963 – Randy Potter 

• 1965 Conv – Mark Bramlett 

•  
We also have a Judging Event at Gateway Classic Cars in O’Fallon, Illinois scheduled for Saturday, 
May 31, 2025.  Our Chapter is one of the three sponsoring car clubs that day at Gateway’s Caffeine 
and Chrome.  Since we are going to be there… the Chapter thought it would be great to also hold a 
Judging Event for those members who would like to get their cars Judged.  It’s also an opportunity to 
show off our Chapter and the NCRS and the judging process to other car enthusiasts.  May do a little 
recruiting? 
 
Cars already registered or committed include for the Gateway event on May 31 include: 

• 1966 Conv – Chris Haefner 

• 1972 Conv – Tim Shafer 

• 1969 Conv – Walt & Diane Kunz 

• 1954 Conv - possible 
 
See Flyer for Gateway in this newsletter.   
 
Hope to see you soon.  Please call me if you have any questions 636 284 0500.   
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CHAPTER JUDGING EVENT APRIL 26 REGISTRATION FORM 
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CHAPTER JUDGING EVENT MAY 31 REGISTRATION FORM 
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2024 FINAL CHAPTER FINANCIAL REPORT by Treasurer Joan Burnett NCRS#2731 
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CHAPTER DINNER MEETING MINUTES by Secretary Kay Augustus NCRS#14251 

 
The December 17th meeting was called to order by chair Bill Mulder at 6:30PM.   

At this time there are no new cars in the club.  However, Frank Bloemke will be celebrating his 91st 

birthday in a few days.  Congratulations to Frank.  There are some upcoming events to note:  Zack 

Luker will be giving a tech session at Rankin (TBA).  The Florida Regional is January 15 –18th in 

Melbourne, Florida, Kelly has Fastlane confirmed for April 26th for our spring judging meet.  He has 5 

cars already registered.  There is also the annual event at Gateway on May 31st.   Chris Haeffner made 

a motion to have a judging event at Gateway and Dave Burke seconded it.  Motion passed. 

Joan reported that the total in the treasury is $7116.16 after a deposit of $990.  We currently have 

$489.24 in the charity fund.  This is after we made approved donations of $700 each to Nurses for 

Newborns, the NCRS Foundation and Shriners Hospital for Cripped Children.   

Discussion was held regarding our holiday party that was held on a Saturday in December.  Bill felt that 

attendance was down slightly due to conflicts.  After discussion the general thought was to look into 

late January for next year to allow more members to attend.   

John updated us on the upcoming regional.  The schedule for volunteers will probably be available in 

early February.  If everyone does a little it makes the entire event more fun for all.  We have 40 baseball 

tickets for the Cardinal AA team that will be available on a first come basis.  So far, we have $9000 in 

sponsorship money as well as some in.  Thanks to Walt and Diane we have judges’ meals covered.  

Many thanks to Walt and Diane. 

Dave Buescher is installing convertible tops. 

50/50 was won by Steve Wenger.  It was a total of $88 so he got half.  There were a second drawing 

won by Kelly.  Sorry don’t remember what it was. 

Zach Lueker gave a great talk on the Motorsports Performance program at Ranken Technical School.  

It was enjoyed by all.  He will be giving a tech session at Ranken in January. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 
NCRS St Louis Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 1/21/2025 Reported by Joan Burnett for Kay 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Mulder at 4:36 PM 
 
Attendees:  Joan Burnett, John Foster, Mike Hanley, Jim Larson, Kurt Kobusch, Mike Marsden, Bill 
Mulder, Kelly Waite, Bill & Nanette West 
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MEETING MINUTES, Continued… 
 
Elections of Officers:  Mike Marsden reported Survey Monkey was used for voting.  The tool worked 
well, and voting was anonymous.  35% of members voted.  All candidates were unopposed and there 
were write-in votes.  
 
Officer Appointments:  Bill reported that Kelly Waite agreed to continue as Judging Chair, Jim 
Sahrmann agreed to continue as Membership Chair and John Foster as Newsletter Editor.  Currently 
the Events Chair position is open.  Bill is trying to get Dave Burke back on board. 
 
Judging Events:   
April 26th – Fastlane:  Kelly reported that we have 5 cars consisting of 4 Flight and 1 Concourse.  May 
31st – Gateway:  Kelly reported we currently have 3 Flight cars Discussion followed on whether or not 
to change judging fees from $90.  A vote was deferred to the General membership meeting. 
 
Additional Potential Calendar of Events for 2025: 
Garage tours – Larry Lipsitz and potentially others; Tech Sessions - short sessions with monthly 
meetings and longer sessions should be held separately; Judging Schools; Local shows – put a link for 
the Facebook page to local shows; Potential membership drive shows using Feather Flags & 
Membership Cards, Easter Show at Family Arena, Kimmswick, Lions Club; Museums - Museum of 
Transport, Civil War Museum at Jefferson Barracks, National Corvette Museum 
 
Annual Dues: 
Discussion occurred regarding potential increase in Chapter Dues to $35.  Currently they are $25 and 
were last increased in 2012.  Vote deferred to General membership meeting. 
 
Motion made at 5:15 to close the meeting and reopen during the General membership meeting. 
The general membership meeting was opened with Technical Presentations after which the following 
was discussed: 
 
Judging Fees:  Kelly shared what other chapters are charging for Flight Judging.  He reported that our 
current charge of $90 was the 2nd highest amount across chapters with the highest being $95.  After 
discussion:  Joan Burnett made a motion that we continue charging $90.  Chris Haefner 2nd the motion.  
The vote was called and the motion passed. 
 
Annual Membership Dues:  Discussion was reopened from the Board meeting with a proposal to 
increase our membership dues to $35 as they were last increased in 2012.  Steve Gissy made a motion 
to increase the annual membership dues to $35 which will be effective for existing chapter members 
for 2026.  Motion was 2nd by Chris Haefner.  The vote was called and the motion passed. 
 
John Murphy proposed that when judging a non-chapter members car at a Chapter Judging event, we 
give them a complimentary membership for the remainder of that year.  After discussion, John made a 
motion to that effect and Dave Buescher 2nd the motion.  The vote was called and the motion passed. 
 
A review of potential chapter events for the year was discussed as well. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

 

Guess whose car is the subject of an in-depth article in the Winter 2025 issue of The Corvette Restorer 

magazine.  Yep, none other than our own Greg Simon and his rare, possibly one of one, Medium Bright 

Blue Metallic ’75 L82 Corvette.  The car has stunning Dark Oxblood interior which was not an available 

interior with that paint color.  If you have not already done so, check out Greg’s article.  Very Cool! 

 

To top that, the marquee car for the 2025 NCRS Nation Convention is the 1975 Corvette as it is 50 

years old.  Check out the Convention logo on page 3 of The Corvette Restorer.  Hmmm… pinstripes 

and all, that car looks awfully familiar. 

 

 

 

 

We all know how cool Greg Simon’s 75 is … and how cool he is… but now all of the other 12K 

NCRS members know now as well!!!!   
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NCRS ST. LOUIS CHAPTER HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 

 

The 2024 Holiday luncheon was held at the Old Hickory Golf Club in St. Peters on 

December 7th.  Nearly 40 members attended and enjoyed a great buffet, a spirited White 

Elephant gift exchange, and fun with friends.  Gifts were brought for our Chapter Charity, 

Nurses for Newborns, and a silent auction raised funds for our charitable endeavors.   

 

During the luncheon, Dave Burke was recognized as the member of the year and Kelly 

Waite recognized for… well… for being Kelly Waite, the big-hearted tin man of this 

Chapter.  
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RANKEN TECH’S HIGH PERFORMANCE RACING TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM  

 

During the December 17th dinner meeting at the Sports Café, Professor Zach Lueker 

director of the High-Performance Racing Technology program at Ranken Technical 

College in St. Louis gave an on the program and insight into how they are training the 

next generation of high-performance motorsports mechanics.   

 

To follow up on his great presentation, 

Zach invited the Chapter to tour the 

Ranken campus on January 18th.  The tour 

was very insightful and attendees even 

had an opportunity to put hands on the 

dynamometer.    
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS by John Foster #30976 

 

One of the great things about the NCRS St. Louis Chapter is that we have monthly dinner meetings 

during which members have an opportunity to spend quality time together.  We even include 

presentations at each of our meetings, many of which evolve into more involved and very useful 

technical discussions.  A couple years ago I offered a layman’s discussion on fire extinguishers.  You 

know, that clunky think Corvette owners toss in the back of the car to earn three bonus point during 

Flight judging.  Yes, three points for an NCRS window sticker, three points for a battery cut-off, and 

three points for a fire extinguisher.  But wait… have all three and the Tabulator Gods will round up to 

an even 10 points.  Not enough to offset your over-restored high DOI paint, but hey, 10 valuable points. 

 

Seriously though, the right fire extinguisher, readily available, fully charged, and properly deployed can 

save not only your Corvette, but your garage, home, or even lives.  So, this article is a continuation of 

my past presentation.   I must offer this caveat though; my background is in law enforcement not the 

fire service.  So, this article is mostly what I’ve gleaned through osmosis during my public safety days.   

 

Since hearing several presentations by law enforcement risk management guru Gordon Graham, my 

favorite risk management mantra of his has been “if it’s predictable, it’s preventable.”  So, before 

discussing fire suppression, I want to briefly mention fire prevention in both our cars and our garages.   

 

It’s reasonably predictable that leaky carburetors, frayed electrical wiring or circuit overloads, 

improperly stored fuels and chemicals, and yes, those oily rags, and improperly used space heaters 

can become the flashpoint for a fire.  That fire can be preventable if we follow common sense practices.  

That might start with a simple fire risk assessment of your home, garage, and yes, the cars.  Some of 

the information I offer in this article will apply to all three, but since we are all about Corvettes, I want to 

focus on the cars.  Electric vehicles are a whole different animal that this article won’t address.  

 
VEHICLE FIRES 
 
In November, 2024, the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) published a research paper on Vehicle Fires and 
reported that “Vehicle fires in the US accounted for 
approximately 16 percent of the total reported fire incidents 
from 2018–2022. These fires are estimated to have caused 
more civilian deaths than nonresidential structure fires and 
residential apartment fires. Only structure fire incidents in one- 
and two-family homes had higher death rates per fire than 
vehicle fires.” Those fires included 119,681 passenger cars, 

18% of which occurred at or in single or multifamily 
residential properties. 
 

In addition to a having worked in the St. Louis GM plant for a few years, I worked many motor vehicle 

crashes as a police officer.  I quickly learned firsthand how much flammable material they involve. 
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FIRE EXTINGUISERS, Continued… 

 
THE FIRE TETRAHEDRON 

 

We probably all remember from chemistry class, scouting, or our personal 

experiences (good and bad) that when we combine oxygen, heat, fuel or 

combustible material, and then have a subsequent exothermic chain reaction, we 

will have a fire. 

 

SO WHICH TYPE OF FIRE EXTINGUISHER 

 

Fire extinguishers theoretically put out the fire 

by suppressing one or more of the elements of 

a fire.  However, it is important to use the correct 

class of fire extinguisher for the fuel that is 

involved.  Fires are classified by the nature of 

the FUEL feeding the fire and using the wrong 

class of extinguisher can actually make the fire 

worse by causing the flames to flash, or adding 

water to an electrical fire could result in 

electrocution.   Therefore, it is important when 

purchasing fire extinguishers that you consider 

what class(es) of fire it might be used to 

suppress.  The following table lists 

extinguishers by type and what class of fuels 

they are intended to extinguish.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Most of us are familiar with, and have carried, Halon extinguishers which has been replaced primarily 

with Halotron, both of which are clean agents that will not leave corrosive residue that you might have 

with a dry chemical.  Halotron extinguishers are rated for Class B and C Fires which are the classes 

of fires what we generally anticipate with engine compartment fires.   
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FIRE EXTINGUISERS, Continued… 

 
THE UL RATING OF FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
 
Extinguishers in the United States are tested and listed by 
Underwriters Laboratories.  Each will be labeled with the 
type of agent and the classification.  Let’s decipher the 
classification. 
 
The numerical rating for the five-pound Class ABC dry 
chemical extinguisher that hangs in my garage reads 3-
A:40:B:C  
 
The number 3-A in front of the represents the 
chemical/agent's equivalent to gallons of water the 
extinguisher holds. Multiply this number by 1.25.  In this 
case, the content is equivalent to 3.75 gallons of water.  If it 
were a 4-A it would be equivalent to 5 gallons of water.  
 
The 40-B is the Class B size rating indicates the square 
footage the extinguisher can cover when the extinguisher 

nozzle is swept side to side over the base of the flames. In this case 40 indicates that there is here is 
enough dry chemical agent inside the canister to cover 20 square feet. 
 
Finally, the C indicates that the content is suitable for an electrical.  There is no size rating for the Class 
C extinguisher as a Class C electrical fire is nothing more than a Class A or Class B fire with energized 
components requiring a non-conductive extinguishing agent. You can choose your Class C 
extinguishers based on the Class A and Class B ratings. 
 
Fire extinguishers come in a variety of sizes, most commonly 2.5-pound, 5-pound, and 10-pound.  Most 
people choose 2.5 pound for their cars.  I have a 2.5-pound halotron in my corvette and 5-pound ABC 
Dry Chem hung on the wall of the garage between the kitchen door and the side of the garage where 
the corvette and related supplies are stored.   You can never have too many. 
 

Another type of extinguisher is the Element brand 

Italian made fire extinguisher rated for A, B, C, and K 

class fires.  It is not UL rated but is certified in Europe.  

It is non-corrosive and leaves no residue.  The Element come in two sizes that extinguish small fires 

for either 50 or 100 seconds.  Although I have no experience with these, they are available online 

through outlets such as Amazon and Uline and I have seen a few on the judging field. 

 

Should you have to use your fire extinguisher remember PASS: Pull the safety pin, Aim the nozzle at 

the base of the flames, Squeeze the trigger, and Sweep the nozzle across the base of the flames. 

 

Lastly, it is important that your fire extinguisher be regularly inspected to ensure that it is fully charged, 

readily accessible in an emergency, and if in your vehicle, mounted in such a manner as to not become 

a projectile.    
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT HOTTER SPARK PLUGS by Kelly Waite #27432 

 

My 57 Fuel Injected Corvette runs a bit rich.  I am told that fuel injection is known for running rich.  
When the fuel is too rich the plugs will foul sooner.    I have always used AC46 plugs which seem to 
work fine... but I wondered if there was something better, as my plugs tend to foul early.   
 
The owners' manual calls for:  
  AC44 normal driving 
  AC45 slightly hotter for city driving  
  AC46 hotter for lots of city driving 
 
For AC plugs, the first digit refers to the thread size, 
and the second digit refers to the “Heat” Range.  So 
AC44 is the coolest plug above…and AC46 is the 
hottest.  The AC46S is the same as AC46 except the 
“S” stands for extended tip  
 
On the right is a photo of the three plugs. 
 
I also heard from Fuel Injection expert Jerry Bramlett 
that AutoLite 295 are excellent plugs to use to FI 
cars that run rich.  I checked the stats on line and 
found that the Heat Range for AutoLite 295 plugs are also “6” (same as the AC plugs above).  My 
sense is that the AutoLite 295 plug is virtually the same as the AC46S plug.  So, one could just use 
the AutoLite 295 plug… but that is not as cool as using the AC46S plugs… as GM did not use 
AutoLite products!   

  
Notice that the AC46S and AutoLite 295 are slightly longer than the AC46.   The tips are extended and 
the base has an extra thread.   
 
The extended tip runs a bit hotter as it is closer and more exposed to the combustion in the cylinder.   
Running hotter is important because it helps burn the excess carbon off of the plug, and that will result 
in a cleaner plug and will help prevent fouling.   
 
However, running too hot would be really bad… because you do not want 
to detonate early.   Detonating early may cause a back fire and/or cause 
damage to your engine.   Ideally … you want the perfect balance of the 
right amount of “hotter plug” to perform correctly with your engine and 
keep your plugs clean. 
 
I was a bit concerned that the longer plugs may conflict with the top of the 
cylinder...  Also – my pistons are “domed”.   Domed pistons are for higher 
compression.  The red circle in the photo to the right shows the domed 
portion of the piston and is nearly a ¼ inch high.  
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT HOTTER SPARK PLUGS, Continued… 
 
But if you look at the bottom of a head in the photos below… you can see that the spark plug hole is 
within the area where the valves open and close… and the dome top area of the piston will be coming 
up on the opposite side.  The red circle above is where the “domed” area of the piston will be coming 
up… so should not make a difference. The spark plug area is not impacted by the domed area.  

. 

 
Next… I set the cylinder at top dead center … to make sure that the piston is all of the way up… and 
installed the extended tip AC46S plug in with a pointed dab of dum dum sealer to see if it marked the 
piston with the head installed.   
 
The good news is that the pointed dab of dum dum was not 
impacted.   
 
I also put a wire inside the plug hole and tried to 
measure.  Looks like there is an extra 3/16th to a 1/4 of an 
inch to spare. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My next step is to put the hotter plugs in.  Greg Simon suggested that I put the AC46S plugs on the 
passenger side of the block and the AutoLite 295 plugs on the other side so you could do a real 
comparison when the plugs are removed.  Hmmmm.... 
 
Not sure if I will only do half AC46S plugs.... but will let you know my results after I have run them for a 
while ☺. 
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT REBUILDING C2 BRAKE CYLINDERS by Kelly Waite #27432 

 

Well… it was bound to happen.  The brakes on my ‘65 roadster started to leak.  Ugh.  The car does not 

get driven as much as it should… but I do pump the brakes once a month or so.  They were rebuilt over 

20 years ago… so I guess I can’t complain.  I have rebuilt C1 brakes before… but not C2.  Kurt Kobusch 

is an expert!!!  He walked me through this process.  

First step is to remove the caliper.  Easier said than done… but with a wrench extender and an extra 

force the two bolts finally gave in.   What a mess.  Leaky brake fluid all over.   

      

Next step is to take the caliper apart.   My impact wrench… that made that part easy.  Make sure you 

don’t lose that “O” ring.   
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT REBUILDING C2 BRAKE CYLINDERS, Continued... 

 
Next is to carefully remove the pistons.  Kurt explained that you take a dull screw driver or similar… 

and pry off the lid of the rubber seal.  The Piston has to be pressed all of the way in when you pry.  I 

used a paint can opener.  See pics.  It does not take much pressure to remove.  Be careful to not rip 

the rubber seal.   It pops right up!   It was that easy!! 
 

                      
                 Gently Pry the Lip Up with Piston Down              This worked well for me 

 

 Wow!!!!  Incredible how dirty and grimy it looks like under those pistons!!!!  All kinds of muck and some 

corrosion on the aluminum pistons.    Kurt explained to me that the dirt and much in there gets under 

the seals… and then leaks happen!!??   Ugh.  No wonder they were leaking 
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT REBUILDING C2 BRAKE CYLINDERS, Continued... 
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

Notice “Lip” pointing down    Where does all of that muck come from? 

Interesting on where did that muck and grime come from?  I think most of it came from the rubber hoses 

perishing over time and the DOT 3 Fluid.   I have always heard that DOT 3 is harder on rubber than 

DOT 5. 

The seals were all still in great shape.  Hmm...   I guess 

they can be reused.   (I am kind of cheap).  Note also – 

that the piston seals are what they call “lip seals”.  That is 

because they have a lip pointing down.    

I cleaned all of the piston areas up and put Q-tips / Pip 

Cleaners in the jets and then let them soak in warm water 

and soap.  See pics.   I also used an air compressor to 

help insure all clean.  

Next was to clean up the seals and soak them in soap and 

water too.   I wanted to make sure that everything is super 

clean as I do not want to put DOT 3 back in.  I am going 

to uses DOT 5.   

 

 

 
    Soaking in warm soap and water 
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT REBUILDING C2 BRAKE CYLINDERS, Continued... 

 
Of course I had to repaint the caliper.  I repainted it before re-assembling.   

 

      
 

My cylinders where re-sleeved with Stainless Steel and just needed to be cleaned up.  

 

Next step is to put the piston and seals back in.   Kurt walked me thru this… First make sure that you 

have plenty of brake fluid in the piston for lubricant… and then carefully use a small screw driver to 

guide the piston lip seal in… all the way around the piston… and gently slide the piston down. 

 

  
Cleaned up cylinder ready for piston Piston going in 

 

 
  

Tapping down with Socket Inserting Brake fluid for lube 
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT REBUILDING C2 BRAKE CYLINDERS, Continued... 

 
Now you can put the two halves together.  Make sure that you put that “O” ring back in place… and 

then tighten the bolts down.   I followed Kurt’s advice and put the blue lock tight sealer on the bolts.  ☺  

 

 
 

Of course I had to put the inspection mark on the caliper.  One caliper down… Three more to go.  I will 

also have to replace the rubber hoses and rebuild the master cylinder.      Hopefully I will get all done 

with no leaks ☺ .   Thanks for Kurt for all of his coaching!!!! 
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CLASSIFIEDS from Our Members 

 
Chapter members are invited to place classified ads at no cost.  Advertisements may be a description of vehicles 

or parts wanted or for sale, information wanted, services offered, or a business card.  The NCRS St. Louis 

Chapter reserves the right to refuse advertisements deemed to be inappropriate, offensive, or inflammatory. 

 

  

  

  

 

Services 

Convertible top installation on 1963 to 1975 corvettes 

Convertible top frame restoration also available.  

Restored top frames available for exchange or sale. 

Contact Dave Buescher 618 772 8641  
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CLASSIFIEDS, Continued… 

 
Services 

Water pump rebuild service.  Rebuild your pump with new seals, bearings / shaft and impeller. 

Stocking parts for short shaft small block and big block Chevy pumps. Quick 1 day turn around. 

Dave Buescher 618 772 8641 

 

For Sale 

Restored 1965 1966 Corvette Telescopic steering column. 

Includes new turn signal switch and lever, new chrome lock ring and horn button. 

Also includes steering wheel hub. $1650 outright, may consider other columns on trade-in.    

Call or text Dave Buescher 618-772-8641  

 

For Sale 

Metal Ramps, lightly used, expertly painted.   

Includes custom wall hanger 

Contact Greg Simon 636-262-9911  gsimon767@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

  

mailto:gsimon767@sbcglobal.net
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EDITOR’S NOTE ABOUT ARTICLES 

 

The St. Louis Chapter is always seeking articles for The Legend.  As you can see from the articles 

above, we welcome all types of articles, from great stories about Corvettes and their owners to technical 

articles that share your experience and insight.    

 

Articles need not be long and photographs definitely are worth a thousand words.  I am always willing 

to assist you in assembling the material or editing your draft.   

 

Have you ever wondered where the articles in The Restorer Magazine come from?  Every issue of 

The Legend is shared with the newsletter editors of every NCRS Chapter, as well as the Executive 

Board of the NCRS.  Vinnie Peters, Editor of The Restorer reads every Chapter newsletter and when 

he sees and article that he believes must be shared with the entire NCRS membership, he seeks 

permission to reprint the article in a future issue of The Restorer.    

 

So… if you have a great Corvette story to share, or you are laboring over a restoration project, large or 

small, make some notes and snap some photographs.  Your story is probably interesting to others and 

that project you are working on might just be one that members need help with.   

 

EDITOR’S FINE PRINT  

 

Membership in the NCRS is open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation, and history of 

the Corvette produced by the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors. NCRS is not affiliated with 

Chevrolet or General Motors.  

 

Permission is hereby granted to all NCRS Chapter newsletters to reproduce any original material 

contained herein; as long as any article is reproduced in its entirety and the author and source are 

credited.  

 

NCRS registered trademarks: NCRS Founders Award®, NCRS Master Judge Award®, NCRS 

Performance Verification Award®, NCRS Flight Award® and NCRS Sportsman Award® are 

registered with the United States Department of Commerce and Trademark Office. 

 

 


