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View From the Chair

by John Foster

As we approach the Christmas holiday season I want to wish each member family of our Chapter a
Merry Christmas and my hopes of a happy 2016. With all of the turmoil in the world, we are truly blessed
to have our families, friends and Corvettes.
Our Chapter had another productive year, receiving another Chapter Top Flight Award, co-hosting
the Heart of America Regional in Joplin and hosting two chapter judging meets here at home. We also
completed more than enough activities to qualify for another Chapter Top Flight Award at the National
Convention July 17-22 in Rhode Island.
The Board has also penciled out a preliminary schedule of Chapter events for 2016. We hope to
make 2016 even more enjoyable for the membership. Dinner meetings at JJ’s will remain the second
Thursday of each month. Our Spring Chapter Judging event is confirmed for Saturday, April 30, 2016, and
we already have one car owner interested in registering a C3 for judging.
At our December 10th dinner meeting at JJ’s Restaurant we will finalize nominations for our 2016
elected officers and the ballots will go out shortly thereafter with the 2016 dues notice. The new officers
will assume their duties January 9 at our Holiday Awards Dinner. If you are interested in serving as
Chairman, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Events Chair, Judging Chair or a three year term as a Board
member, please contact John Foster or Mike Hanley prior to the December 10 dinner meeting. My thanks
to those Chapter members who worked so diligently in 2015 to ensure that this is a Chapter of great cars
and great friends. To those of you, who didn’t get involved this year, get involved in 2016. All of you
have knowledge and experience that will benefit your Chapter.
And speaking of the Holiday Awards Dinner, I am excited that we are trying something different this
year. The Board voted to underwrite a portion of our traditional holiday party which this year will be held
at Spazio Westport banquet center on January 9th from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. We will enjoy a buffet by
Russo’s Catering, live music by long time St. Louis favorite Terry Beck and we will recognize a number of
our members for their contributions to the Chapter during 2015. Come spend a post-holiday evening with
your NCRS family. We have contracted for 50 attendees but I would love to call Spazio’s and tell them to
set additional tables. Please RSVP to me no later than December 18.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
John Foster
Chairman
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Articles

a. Collector Cars and Fire Safety

by John Foster

Over the years I’ve observed many Corvette owners have their “bonus points” fire extinguisher during
NCRS Flight Judging, but often I’ve noticed that the extinguisher is haphazardly included along with their
detailing supplies or spare parts, and may or may not be accessible or useful in the event of an onboard fire.
And, what’s in our garages besides our cars? Fuel, paints and flammable liquids? Chemicals? More power
tools than dedicated electrical circuits? Extension cords? Space heaters? Welders and welding gas?
Absolutely no fire risk in any of that, right? Fire safety is something most of us take for granted until we
smell smoke.
Bill Lacy, a longtime member of the St. Louis Chapter,
mentioned during our monthly Chapter dinner meeting
in November, that a recent garage fire near his
neighborhood in Florissant, MO, destroyed a
collection of cars, including a number vintage Mopars,
a Viper and a C4 Corvette. The fire was actually the
result of a grass fire that spread to the garage that
housed not only the cars but spare parts, racks of
wheels and tires, a paint booth and a supply of
flammable liquids.

A few of the cars pulled from the garage
with demolition of the garage taking place
in the background.

As many of us are preparing to store cars for the winter, or begin off-season restoration projects, Bill
wanted to alert the members to the need for fire safety. I thought it might be helpful to research the topic a
little and share some technical advice and that might save a collector car, or more importantly, a life. I
drove over to examine the aftermath of the garage fire and I stopped by the headquarters of the Florissant
Valley Fire Protection District to seek the advice of Fire Marshal Steve Gettemeier.
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VEHICLE FIRES
We all remember from high school chemistry class
the three elements necessary create fire: heat, fuel,
and oxygen. That triangle of fire has generally been
standard equipment on automobiles, especially older
collector cars, and we’ve all witnessed a car burning
on the side of the road at one time or another. I
remember the multi-alarm response to fires in the
stored seat foam at the GM plant in St. Louis where I worked in the late sixties-early seventies.
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) reported that U.S. fire departments responded to an
estimated 164,000 vehicle fires in the United States during 2013 with 300 deaths, 925 injuries and damages
exceeding $1.1 billion. An analysis of data for vehicle fires occurring between 2003–2007 indicated 49%
of fires were the result of mechanical failure or malfunction, 23% electrical, 8% intentional, 5% from
exposure to other fire sources, and only 3% from collision.
GARAGE FIRES
The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) reports that each year there are 6,600 garage fires in homes that result
in an average of 30 deaths, 400 injuries, and $457 million in property loss. Of these garage fires, 93 percent
occurred in one- and two-family homes, many just like those the most NCRS members live in. The “heat
from powered equipment” predominately electrical distribution, lighting and power transfer equipment
accounted for 42 percent of all garage fires. The next two leading causes combined accounted for 26
percent of garage fires: other unintentional careless actions (15 percent) and open flames (11 percent). The
USFA also reports that the most common contributing factor to ignition on garage fires between 2009 and
2011 was “misuse of material or product” (47 percent). In this category, abandoned or discarded materials
(16 percent) and heat source too close to combustibles (13 percent) were the specific factors that accounted
for 29 percent of the fires.
FIRE PREVENTION
Fire Marshal Gettemeier suggested that people too often take fire prevention for granted because “they just
don’t think it will ever happen to them.” However, “it it’s predictable, it’s preventable” is the mantra of a
risk management expert whom I have heard speak at the FBI National Academy and several conferences.
Could you think or even predict your risk of suffering a vehicle or garage fire?
The data highlights the predictability of “Murphy’s Law” and the importance of proper vehicle maintenance
and inspecting our vehicles regularly for fuel leaks, potential electrical shorts, and the exposure of
combustible materials like insulation or upholstery to heat sources. And, since nearly a quarter of vehicle
fires were electrical in nature, that battery cut off switch isn’t just for extending the life of the battery. The
Fire Marshal also pointed out that “critters” hiding in the garage over the winter often chew through
electrical wires, and even fuel lines, contributing to the potential risk of fire.
In the garage, the Fire Marshal advises that safety starts with keeping the garage orderly and clean, reducing
the fire load and ensuring safe egress out of the garage. We can start reducing our exposure by limiting the
amount of combustible, flammable and hazardous materials we keep on hand. We shouldn’t store more
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than we need and use the older materials before buying new, and properly recycle hazardous materials and
flammable liquids. Flammable liquids should not be stored on the floor or bench but in cabinets designed
specifically to contain spills.
Fire Marshal Gettemeier also cited to the proper use of electrical tools and appliances. Most residential
garages, unless specially designed and built to facilitate the automotive hobbyist, lack sufficient electrical
circuits and outlets for all of the lighting, tools, chargers and appliances that hobbyist want in their garages.
This leads to the misuse of extension cords, especially undersized extension cords insufficient to safely
handle the amperage draw of appliances, chargers or heaters. When Underwriter Laboratories (UL) tests
electrical appliances, they do so with a direct connection from the appliance and never with an extension
cord.
Heating the garage can also pose significant risk. Fire Marshal Gettemeier pointed out that the International
Building Code requires heaters to be at least 18 inches off the floor so as to avoid contact with spills.
As far as alarms and smoke detectors in garages, the Fire Marshall pointed out that while heat detectors
sense the heat of a fire already burning, smoke detectors could be rendered inoperable because they are
more sensitive to the dirt and dust we often create in our garages. Smoke detectors in garages must be kept
clean and tested regularly. He added that in order for either the heat or smoke detectors to provide the
earliest and loudest possible warning, they should be connected to the smoke alarms inside the home.
FIRE SUPPRESSION
So let’s begin with some fire extinguisher basics. Hey, they’re not just for the judging points! The NFPA
recognizes fire extinguishers as a tool for extinguishing or containing small fires in confined areas until the
fire department arrives. Extinguishers are limited by their size and the potential for fire to spread quickly.
As much as you love that car, the number one priority is always personal safety. While our first instinct
may be to control and extinguish a fire, it is critical to recognize our limitations. Fire Marshal Gettemeier
stated that an individual, who has a fire extinguisher appropriate to the type of fire he or she is facing, and
who has a working knowledge of how to use an extinguisher, may be able to suppress an “insipient stage
fire” which is a fire at its initial or beginning moments. Beyond that, immediately call 9-1-1 and safely
evacuate from the area of the fire.
Choosing the correct fire extinguisher requires matching the extinguisher to the types of fuel generating the
flame. There are five classes of fire extinguishers in the United States: Class A, intended for use against
solid combustibles; Class B, for use against flammable liquids and gases; Class C, non-conductive agents
for use against energized electrical equipment; Class D for use against combustible metals; and, Class K,
intended for use against oils and fats, generally kitchen fires. Fire Marshall Gettemeier suggested that for
onboard our collector vehicles, or any vehicle we may be driving on a daily basis, and for our garages, an
extinguisher should be rated for Classes B and C with an emphasis on Class B.
Fire extinguishing capacity of the extinguisher is rated in accordance with the requirements of the ANSI/UL
711: Rating and Fire Testing of Fire Extinguishers. These ratings include the numbers preceding the Class
letters, such as 1-A:10-B:C. In this example, the number 1 preceding the A, is multiplied by 1.25, to give
the equivalent extinguishing capacity in gallons of water. The number preceding the B indicates the area of
a fire, in square feet, that an ordinary user should be able to extinguish. There is no additional rating for
class C, as the C rating indicates only that the agent in this extinguisher will not conduct electricity, and an
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extinguisher will never have a Class of only C. Fire Marshal Gettemeier recommended buying the largest
possible extinguisher that can be mounted in the vehicle or the garage and that the extinguishers have the
highest possible rating for the area of fire (the number in front of the B).
Automotive hobbyists for many years relied upon Class BC extinguishers
containing Halon, a gaseous agent that allowed for lighter extinguishers
that did not leave a damaging residue after discharge. However, Halon was
banned in the United States in 1994 as it depletes the Ozone. Today there
are a number of safer “clean agents” available in BC extinguishers.

The “2BC” clean agent
extinguisher from my
Corvette.

Fire extinguishers must be serviced and readily accessible to be useful.
Under normal conditions all classes of extinguishers should be
professionally inspected at least annually for volume and pressure of the
extinguishing agent.
The extinguisher should be professionally
disassembled and inspected, serviced and refilled at least every five years
for wet chemicals and CO2, and every six years for dry chemicals.

Fire extinguishers should be placed so as to be readily available, unobstructed and near an escape route
from the fire. In the vehicle it should be mounted within reach of the driver. In a garage, the extinguisher
should be mounted on a wall near the door of the garage so that user is moving toward the exit to reach it,
not moving into the area of the fire to find it.
Most extinguishers provide only 10-15 seconds of continued suppression to it is important to learn the
proper use of the extinguisher. A guide is the simple acronym PASS: Pull the pin; Aim the extinguisher at
the base of the flames; Squeeze the handle of the extinguisher to release the agent; and, Sweep the nozzle of
the extinguisher side to side across the base of the flames. Fire Marshal Gettemeier suggested that this is
important enough to consider conducting hands on tech sessions at Chapter meetings to demonstrate the
proper technique. Your local fire department would certainly be willing to assist in any demonstrations,
individual or group.
My thanks to fellow NCRS member Bill Lacy for bringing fire safety to our attention and to Steve
Gettemeier for sharing his knowledge and experience.
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Events
a. Fall Judging Meet

by Kelly Waite

We had another great Judging Event in October at Love Park. We had the following cool cars to Judge:
57 Fuelie
66 Big Block coupe
95 L88 with only 9K miles
The 57 Fuelie was newly acquired by our own Larry Lipsitz and is a very special unrestored original 4
speed car with Fuel Injection….with only 30K miles!! The 66 Big Block was brought by Jerry Garrett from
Indiana. He has bought other cars to our past events. It was great to have a pristine original 95 L88 with
only 9K miles. Very nice!
Thanks and kudos to all of our Judges!!! You all really make the difference!! Special thanks to our
Tabulators….Kay Augustus, Brenda Durlas and Gen Kreyling. Without these folks the event could not
happen. Getting the points correct is paramount!!
Also – special thanks to our Chief BBQers – Ernie and Brenda Durlas!! And our Chief Fryer – Dan
Rathgeber!!! They did an awesome job and we had another great BBQ!! Great Burgers, brats, Hot Dogs,
Toasted Ravioli, Fries, and Egg Rolls - Much appreciated!!!
Our next BBQ (er Judging meet) is scheduled for Saturday April 30th, 2016 in Love Park.
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b. Pere Marquette Road Trip Grafton Ferry
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c. Nurses for Newborns Work Day
Assembling Bags Of Donated Winter Clothes:
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Tuning up a donated baby walker:

d. St. Louis NCRS Short Term Calendar

When

What

Where

December 10

Board Meeting
St. Louis Chapter Dinner Meeting
Holiday gift wrap
St. Louis Chapter Holiday Party

JJ's, St Charles

5 pm
6:30 pm
December 15
10 - 8
January 9, 2016 6 pm

Page 12 of 21

Plaza Frontenac
TBD

THE LEGEND
NCRS St. Louis Chapter

Volume 27, Number 4

Fourth Quarter 2015

e. Holiday Awards Dinner

Holiday Awards Dinner
Please join us as we celebrate another year of
great cars and great friends.
Date:
Saturday, January 9, 2016
Time:
6:00 PM – 9:30 PM - Dinner Buffet at 7:00 PM
Location: Spazio Westport
12031 Lackland Road - St. Louis, MO 63146
Cost:
$30 per person (Cash Bar)
$10 Children Under 12

Live Music by Terry Beck
Bring a gift or donation to help Nurses for Newborns
RSVP with lower section & check payable to NCRS St. Louis Chapter
no later than December 18
To: John Foster
18 Wheatley Ct.,
Chesterfield, MO 63005
Name(s): __________________________________________________________
Adult(s) Attending _____@ $30 = $_____
Children Under 12 _____@ $10 = $_____
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by Dave Buescher and Kelly Waite

We had another really nice Tech Session on December 5th at Tim Thorpe’s restoration shop!
Tim has been restoring cars for 30 plus years and has been a Bloomington Gold judge since the 80s. His
work is incredible!!
He gave us a tour of his facilities and talked about each one the cars that has in the shop.
Tim also talked about how he does body work, paint work, and even engine work. Very informative!!!
I think the highlight was one of Tim’s customer cars – a 67 L88!!!! Very cool to hear that powerful car
running!!!!! It was purchased for $3,500,000 – Tim Thorpe had owned it back in the 80’s and sold it for
approximately $120,000.
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g. NCRS Calendar
Click here to see the NCRS Upcoming Events for the Next 90 Days (scroll down to see the list).

h. Local Car Clubs, Shows and Cruises
Here’s a pretty comprehensive list of car shows and cruises in the St. Louis and Southern Illinois region:
St. Louis and Southern Illinois car shows and cruises
Check out the Museum of Transportation car shows:
Museum of Transportation car shows

Local car clubs:
Horseless Carriage Club

Boone Trail Corvette Club

Lookingglass Corvette Club

Original Corvette Club of St. Louis

St. Louis Corvette Club
Around the Web
1963 Corvette pilot line photos
Video of the Building of the 1957 Corvette SS
GM Heritage Center (GM Historical Brochures and much, much more!)
Historical Corvette Videos
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Buy, Sell, Trade
1955 - 1960 Radiator recored $150
1958 - 1960 Front Bumper NOS $300
1961 - 1962 Front Bumpers.

$400 pr

1978 Showroom Brochures.

$15 ea

David Dawdy, NCRS #1624
618-604-9611
______________________________________________________________________________________
Note: We run ads for one quarter. We publish newsletters on the first of March, June, September and
December. If you would like your add to run again, please notify me at least one month prior to
publication time.
Club Information
a. Meeting Minutes

by Kay Augustus

On October 8th, 2015, John Foster called to order the meeting of the St Louis NCRS Chapter. The meeting
was held at J J’s in St Charles, MO.
Joan Burnett updated us on the chapter account. At the present time, we have $8002.70. This will be
reduced when we pay out our yearly amounts to our 3 charities. This is usually done by the end of the
year. Wounded Warriors and Nurses for Newborns will both also receive the match from National.
Dave Buescher announced that the trip to Pere Marquette is a go. Everyone on the Missouri side needs to
be at the QT on Lilac and I270 by 10:30 am. The only food available will be the buffet at a cost of $19.95
per person.
Kelly Waite reminded everyone that the Tech Session will be in December and will be a trip to Tim
Thorpe’s shop. There will be more details at a later date. He also reminded everyone of the upcoming
Judging Event at Love Park. It is October 17th by 8:30AM. There are 3 cars to be judged. There is a 57
Fuelie, 66 Big Block and a 95 Coupe. Please remember to bring a side dish but no potato dishes.
Mike Hanley mentioned that we need one more technical article to qualify for the club Top Flight Award.
We need someone to turn something in.
Carol Kleinhenz has set up a work date at Nurses for Newborns. It will be November 7th from 10 – 12.
We will probably go to lunch afterward. We also have a day at Frontenac Plaza wrapping Christmas
presents for Nurses for Newborns. If available, please sign up for a couple of hours so that the same
people do not have to stay all day.
Joan Burnett has been working on club shirts with Tom Greene’s business. They will run between $30 –
35 each. We need to decide how many extras to order because we will not be able to order them one at a
time. We need to have some on hand to sell to new members. Allen Kleinhenz made a motion to order 12
extra and Denny Marshall seconded.
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There will be another Judging School in Dallas next year. There will be more information at a later date.
Anyone that has never been, should try and make it. It is a very informative event.
John Foster and others are working on a Holiday Party for the Saturday after New Year’s. There will be
more details at the November meeting.
50/50 drawing was $28.00. Ernie Durlas won but had us add it to Nurses for Newborns contribution.
John reminded everyone of the Judging Meet and the upcoming board meeting.
Joan Burnett presented Allen and Carol Kleinhenz with their Emerald Pins and Shirts for their contribution
to the Foundation of over $1000.00. Congratulations Allen and Carol.
Joan made a motion to adjourn that was seconded by Allen Kleinhenz. Meeting adjourned.
______________________________________________________________________________________
The November meeting of the St Louis NCRS was called to order by Chairperson John Foster. First on the
agenda, Dave Buescher announced the garage tour to Jim Thorpe’s shop in O’Fallon, IL. The shop will be
open for us at 10 am to just wander and have a technical session. Afterwards, we will go to a local
restaurant for lunch. Please RSVP to Dave.
Kelly Waite announced that April 30, 2016 is the date for our Spring judging meet. He also announced
that Mike Hanley will accept the nomination of Judging Chair for 2016.
Joe Raine needs a short technical article and any other information for the newsletter. He would like to get
the newsletter out in early December.
Carol Kleinhenz mentioned that 9 members attended the Nurses for Newborns work day. Also remember
that we have volunteered to do Christmas wrapping on December 15th. Make sure and let Carol know if
you are not able to attend on your time slot. We have from 3 – 9 pm.
We need suggestions for our charities. Please bring complete information so that we can verify that they
qualify for the matching fund.
Joan Burnett has set up an email for club shirts. Make sure and let her know what size and how many you
want. She would like to get them ordered as soon as possible.
Remember that next month is elections. There are three positions that will have to be filled. Please
volunteer to help. We need a Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Judging Chair. Will also appoint a new
Charity chairperson. The new officers will take office in January, 2016. The 2016 dues notices will go out
with election ballots in December.
Our Awards Banquet will be at Spazio’s in Westport on January 9th. We have Terry Beck set up for
entertainment. The cost will be $30.00 per person with a cash bar. There will be more information at the
December meeting.
50/50 was won by Jerry and Marcia Luck. They needed to leave early but instructed if they won, to add it
to the Nurses for Newborns contribution. Thus, the entire total will go to Nurses for Newborns. Total
collection was $70.00. Thanks to the Luck’s.
Motion to adjourn by Mike Hanley and seconded by Allen Kleinhenz. Meeting adjourned.
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b. Club Officers

2015 Officers
Chair
Vice Chair /
Top Flight Coordinator /
Technical Events
Secretary
Treasurer
Events
Judging Chair
Membership Co-Chair
Membership Co-Chair
Newsletter & Web Site
Charity
1 year Board Member
2 year Board Member
3 year Board Member

John Foster
Mike Hanley

JF244@aol.com
mhanley@centurytel.net

636-530-9812
636-625-8480

Kay Augustus
Joan Burnett
Dave Buescher
Kelly Waite
Jeff Peters
Greg Simon
Joe Raine
Carol Kleinhenz
Steve Gissy
Denny Marshall
Mark Kessinger

63forme@centurytel.net
joanieburnett@gmail.com
dbuescher1@gmail.com
kswaite@sbcglobal.net
jeff295@sbcglobal.net
gsimon767@sbcglobal.net
j.r.raine@gmail.com
ackleinhenz@gmail.com
stevengissy@yahoo.com
dcorvettekid@charter.net
markek5@gmail.com

636-462-4231
636-462-4401
618-692-0679
636-284-0500
314-809-8343
636-262-9911
314-799-7513
636-293-8367
314-520-3013
314-458-8019
314-341-5664

c. Editors Note

by Joe Raine

The newsletter and web page are great ways to keep everyone in the club current on our latest
activities. I am already working on the next edition of The Legend. Please send in your articles just as
soon as you can. The newsletter will be published quarterly as close as possible to the first of March, June,
September and December. I need articles that include pictures one month prior to publication time.
Our web page (http://stlouisncrs.org/ ) and newsletter are available for posting classified ads for cars
and parts you would like to sell, or parts wanted. Member classified ads will automatically run for one
quarter, unless I am notified to run it again.
Classified Ads:
 Free for members – 50 words or less
 $10 for non-members
Commercial advertising is also available for the newsletter (includes a link on our web page). All
commercial ads will be included in four consecutive newsletters.
Feel free to drop me a note if you have any suggestions for improving our newsletter or webpage
(j.r.raine@gmail.com).
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Fine Print

Membership in the NCRS is open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation, and history of
Corvettes produced by the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors Corporation from 1953 through
1999. NCRS is not affiliated with Chevrolet or General Motors.
Permission is hereby granted to all NCRS Chapter newsletters to reproduce any original material contained
herein; as long as any article is reproduced in its entirety and the author and source are credited.
NCRS registered trademarks: NCRS Founders Award®, NCRS Master Judge Award®, NCRS
Performance Verification Award®, NCRS Flight Award® and NCRS Sportsman Award® are registered
with the United States Department of Commerce and Trademark Office.
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