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PANDEMIC SLAMS BRAKES ON THE CORVETTE HOBBY 
The St. Louis Chapter of the NCRS, like most of America and the world, was braked 60 to 0 in March 

by the Coronavirus pandemic.  Not only was it necessary to immediately cancel our monthly dinner 

meetings in March and April, so too was it necessary to cancel our Spring Judging Meet originally 

scheduled for May 2.   

 

We were not alone though, NCRS chapter and regional events across the country, as well and the 

NCRS National Convention in French Lick, Indiana, were also canceled.  So too were automotive 

events nationwide and around the world.  Even the dozens of events that make up the internationally 

acclaimed Monterey Car Week were cancelled, including the Concours d ’Elegance at Pebble Beach. 

 

While many spring and early summer automotive events have been cancelled, many others have been 

rescheduled, and the late summer automotive calendar is filling up fast.  In addition to the traditional 

late summer events like Corvettes at Carlisle, and the Hershey Swap Meet, and Corvette Funfest, there 

will be rescheduled spring events including:  

Mecum Indy 2020 Auction, tentatively moved from May to June 23-28 

Indy 500, moved from May to August 23 

24 Hours of Le Mans, moved from June to September 19-20 

Bloomington Gold rescheduled from June to September 

 

Subsequent to the cancellation of the many NCRS events, the NCRS Board of Directors has also 

deemed it appropriate to cancel the Chapter Top Flight Award Program for 2020.   The Chapter Top 

Flight Program is designed to recognize active Chapters by encouraging participation in a myriad of 

events throughout the year.  Even though the Award will not be given for 2020, once it is safe to do so 

the St. Louis Chapter will continue our tradition of Corvette activities for our members. 

 

We anxiously look forward to getting our hobby back up to speed, and to our Fall Judging Event, 

October 10.    
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CALENDAR OF TENTATIVE UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS 

 

June     11 StL Chapter Board Meeting     5:30 PM 
StL Chapter Dinner Meeting    6:30 PM 

JJ’s Restaurant 

July 9 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting    6:30 PM JJ’s Restaurant 
August 13 StL Chapter Dinner Meeting    6:30 PM JJ’s Restaurant 

 

NCRS ST. LOUIS CHAPTER OFFICERS 2020 

 

Chair, Allen Kleinhenz   636-696-9753 ackleinhenz@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair, Randy Howard   314-960-7949  rhc6427@yahoo.com    
Secretary, Bill Mulder    513-305-8949  billMulder123@gmail.com  
Treasurer, Joan Burnett    636-462-4401  joanieburnett@gmail.com  
Board Member, Frank Bloemke   314-962-0580  ekmeolb@gmail.com  
Board Member, Mike Hanley   636-625-8480  mhanley@centurytel.net  
Board Member, Dennis Hardesty  618-344-0021 dhardesty67@gmail.com 
Immediate Past Chair, Mark Kessinger  314-341-5664  markek5@gmail.com   
Judging, Chair Kelly Waite   636-284-0500  kellywaite@att.net  
Events Chair, Dave Buescher   618-692-0679  dbuescher1@gmail.com  
Membership Chair, Greg Simon   636-262-9911  gsimon767@sbcglobal.net  
Charity Chair, Carol Kleinhenz   636-293-8367  ackleinhenz@gmail.com 
Webmaster, Joe Raine    314-799-7513 j.r.raine@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor, John Foster  314-277-2204 foster.johnfjr@gmail.com 
 

FROM THE CHAIR by Allen Kleinhenz   

 

I sit here again and now wonder when and if we will get back to a normal spring and or summer after 

the Corona virus. I hope all of you are healthy and not sick with the virus. When we might hold another 

monthly meeting and or judging event is difficult to predict right now. Both Carol and I are getting cabin 

fever which is a Minnesota term for being home bound during a long and snow filled winters. All I can 

say is keep your distance and try to be patient when in line to buy toilet paper. Those of you that have 

amassed a stock pile of toilet paper please share, as the rest of us run out. Please excuse my ramblings 

about the Corona virus and its effects on the local availability of toilet paper. 

 

I am starting to think about both of my Corvettes a 1976 and a 2004 Z06 and wonder about their 

batteries and if they need to be replaced. Both batteries are around 4 years old, and that time frame in 

the past has been my time limit for replacement. Both are hooked up to trickle battery charger’s that 

have been running 24/7 for months. I just have had issues in the past for getting one car started backing 

it out of the garage turning it off and starting the next one and when I go back to the first one to move 

it out of the way it will then not start. The going back to the other one to drive to the auto parts store 

and it will not start. Then I have to wait until Carol returns from her trip to go buy two new batteries. It 

may just be me and my good luck but I try not to repeat the same mistake year after year.  
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New Member Profile of Elaine Seipp 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my brother Jim Sahrmann for signing me up for St. Louis 

NCRS Chapter.  I have lived all my life in the St. Louis area.  My first car was a 1963 Corvair 

convertible.  It was a fun car, but my dream car was a Corvette.  Fast forward several years and I was 

able to purchase a 1964 GTO.  Also, a fun car but I still had my eye on the Corvettes.  I finally 

purchased a 1966 Corvette (red).  I had that car for only a couple of years and sold it to a young lady 

that could not drive a stick shift!!  I heard a month later the car was stolen from her apartment parking 

lot.  In the meantime, I purchased a 1970 Corvette (Laguna gray).  Again, I only had this car a short 

time when it was involved in an accident and totaled.  The next day I purchased a 1967 Corvette 

(marina blue).  This was truly my dream car.  I drove this car for years.   When I finally sold this car, 

the sales price was $3,200.00.  I thought I made the sale of the century.    

 

I never gave up the dream of owning another Corvette.   In March of this year my brother sent me a 

picture and information about a 1964 Corvette for sale.  Everything about the car was just perfect.  

Since my brother was in Florida, I drove to Pacific Missouri alone to look at the car.  I tried to hide my 

excitement, but I was sure the seller had me figured out from the start.  Needless to say, I purchased 

the car.  I would like to thank Larry and Pat Rowden for selling me their 1964 Corvette.  This car is 

one of my bucket lists purchases.   

 

Elain Seipp 

 
We will get back on track just as soon as it is safe to do.  In addition to the fall judging event we still 

hope to hold a judging school and a road tour.   

  

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES REPORT by Dave Buescher 

 

The only activity we have not cancelled lately! 
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CHAPTER FINANCIAL REPORT by Joan Burnett 

 

NCRS St. Louis Chapter 2020 Financial Report     

OPENING BALANCE, January 1st of reporting year:  $9,499.88 
    

INCOME: (Gross Income)   

 Membership Dues   $440.00 

 May Judging Meet Cancellation $80.00  

 Easter Show Cancellation $150.00  

 Holiday Party 2020 $140.00  

 Total Events Income   $370.00 

 50/50 drawing for Charity $85.00  

 Charity Auction $765.00  

 Interest $18.60  

 Badges $10.00  

 Total Other Income  $878.60 

TOTAL INCOME:   $1,688.60 
    

EXPENSES:    

 2020 Holiday Party $1,529.67  

 Annual Awards $211.67  

 Fall Chapter Show $80.00  

 Easter Show $150.00  

 Total Event Expenses  $1,971.34 

 Dues Related Expenses   

 Website/Newsletter Expense $161.35  

 Badge Expense $20.97  

 Postage/flowers/misc.  $42.06  
TOTAL EXPENSES:   $2,195.72 

    

ACCOUNT BALANCE 4/30/2020  $8,992.76 

 

CHAPTER CHARITIES by Carol Kleinhenz 

 

This year we will not have a cleanup day at Nurses for Newborns because of the Corona virus. This 

has been a fun and easy event and let you know when anything changes. We still are planning to do 

the Holiday gift wrap at Plaza Frontenac in December the date and time to follow.  

We will continue to do the 50/50 drawing at each meeting with the member winning half the pot and the 

charity getting the other half. This is a great way to raise funds for the charity and the member getting 

a little extra cash.   
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JUDGING REPORT by Kelly Waite 

 

We were planning to have a Judging Event on May, 2nd at Love Park… but we all know why we had to 
cancel that date.  We had hoped to re-schedule… but the availability at Love Park is very limited.  
 
So… we will look forward to our October 10th Judging Event at Love Park.  I am hoping that the cars 
that were registered for the spring judging event will move over to October.  I will confirm with each of 
the owners.  We had the following cars signed up: 

         1953 Corvette 
         1954 Corvette 
         1965 Big Block Convertible 
         1964 Corvette 

We also have a couple cool cars in back up… namely a 64 coupe and a 67 convertible.  Both of these 
cars are in the Concours Stock Division.   
 
Really cool that we have a 1953 coming.  As they only made 300 of them… you do not see them very 
often.  Bill Mulder and I have seen this car… and it is really special.  
 
Also – don’t forget that our Judging Events are for Flight Judging and Concours Judging.   There are 
two divisions of Concours Judging – Stock and Modified.  If the car looks like stock and has a period 
correct corvette color it would be in the Stock Division.  All other cars would be in the Modified 
Division.  We do not judge Trim Tags in Concours Judging.  The Concours ribbons are very special.   

 

NCRS NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

NATIONAL CORVETTE RESTORERS SOCIETY 

Board of Directors Meeting Summary Minutes 

Conducted Via Conference Call  

March 18, 2020 
  

NCRS Board of Directors Meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM EDT  

  

Present (all via phone) were: Mike Ingham, John Ballard, Rick Coker, Dave Ewan, Bob Johansen, Ralph Ridge, Sue 

Strawmyre, Mark Tulley, Shannon Urton, Dave Brigham, Larry Colvin, and John Tidwell.  

  

Note: This is the first annual Board meeting where NCRS department management employees are not attending.  

  

Mark Tulley moved, and Dave Ewan seconded, to accept the minutes from the July 19, 2019 Board Meeting.   

Passed: 9 for, None against.  

  

1. Election/Appointment of Officers, Managers and Editors  

a. Dave Ewan nominated Mike Ingham as NCRS President. John Ballard seconded the nomination. 

 i. There were no other nominations.  

ii. Voting result: Mike Ingham elected (zero votes against).  

b. Mike Ingham appointed Mark Tulley as Vice President. 

i. Approved: Zero votes against.  
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NCRS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes continued… 
 

c. Dave Ewan nominated John Tidwell as Financial Officer. John Ballard seconded the nomination.  

i. There were no other nominations.  

ii. Voting result: John Tidwell elected (zero votes against).  

d. Mike Ingham made the following appointments, all of which were approved: 

i. Larry Colvin as Secretary.  

ii. Dave Ewan as National Events Chairman.  

iii. Dave Brigham as National Judging Chairman.  

iv. Vinnie Peters as Restorer Editor & Driveline Editor.  

v. Marilyn Heitzman as Membership Services Manager.  

vi. David King as Merchandise Sales and Inventory Manager.  

vii. Carlton Colclough as Public Relations Officer, National Sponsor Liaison, and National Corvette 

Museum Liaison.  

viii. Kay and Scott Sinclair as National Road Tour Co-Chairs.  

ix. Sue Strawmyre as Youth Activities Coordinator.  

2. Reports to the Board  

a. President’s Report – Mike Ingham.  

i. Thanked everyone for the honor of being NCRS President.  

ii. This is Mike’s 6th year as President.  

iii. Appreciates Dave Ewan’s efforts as Vice President over the years.  

iv. Appreciates Mark Tulley stepping up to the Vice President’s role.  

b. Vice President’s Report – Dave Ewan.  

i. Challenge is navigating difficult times with much unknown.  

c. Secretary’s Report – Larry Colvin.  

i. Discussed vote count results of the 2019 Board elections:  

1. Region IV: 314 votes (two candidates).  

2. Region V: 24 votes (unopposed).  

3. Region VI: 13 votes (unopposed).  

d. Financial Report – John Tidwell.  

i. This has been John’s worst financial year so far.  

1. Loss of advertising due to advertisers retiring or going out of business.  

2. Unbudgeted growth of the travel budget.  

e. Judging Report – Dave Brigham.  

i. Reviewed the specific manuals which are being worked on.  

f. Membership – Marilyn Heitzman (Not Attending).  

i. Mike Ingham noted that April 15th is the cutoff date for ordering National Convention pins.  

g. Merchandise Sales – David King (Not Attending).  

i. Travel will be curtailed due to event cancellations. 

h. Road Tour Report – Kay and Scott Sinclair (Not Attending).  

i. Road tour registrations are keeping pace with prior years’ convention registrations.  

Restorer and Driveline – Vinnie Peters (Not Attending).  

ii. Quality continues high on both publications.  

iii. Need to notify Vinnie of any event cancellations and make sure cancellations are on the web 

site.  

i. National Sponsorship – Carlton Colclough (Not Attending).  

i. The Board is interested in any ideas on how to get the NCRS message out.  

ii. Ralph Ridge asked about how NCRS can leverage member purchases from suppliers who could 

be potential advertisers.  

iii. Suggestion was made for Mike Ingham to write an article for the next Restorer suggesting that 

members notify a supplier that they are an NCRS member when they are ordering.  
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NCRS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes continued… 
 

j. Website/IT – John Waggoner (Not Attending).  

i. John Waggoner requested approval not to exceed $2,000 for updating NCRS custom software 

to accommodate the new MySQL version.  

1. Mike Ingham explained the work required.  

2. Dave Ewan moved, and Mark Tulley seconded, to approve up to $2,000 for work 

required for the MySQL software update.  

a. Approved: 9 for, none against. 

 ii. Discussion of proposal for emails sent to members to also be sent to spouses.  

1. Active spouses do not currently get emails which are sent to the registered member.  

The Board agreed to this change.  

iii. Discussion of need to update the Technical Discussion Board (TDB) software.  

k. Social Media Update – Lauren Girdler (Not Attending).  

i. Mike Ingham had asked Lauren to comment on the current social media status and suggest 

options to improve visibility.  

ii. This will be discussed later in the agenda.   

3. Coronavirus Update – Mike Ingham.  

a. This subject was discussed extensively in the Executive Board Meeting.  

b. Rocky Mountain Regional.  

i. Light registration numbers.  

1. Some cancellations.  

ii. Seriously considering canceling the event.  

1. The hotel contract has a contractual “force majeure” clause which would allow release 

because of a pandemic.  

2. The State of Colorado has already prohibited gatherings and closed restaurants and 

bars.   

3. Ralph Ridge is talking to the hotel about rescheduling this even to 2022. 

 iii. John Tidwell clarified that normal event insurance only covers liability and not event-cancellation 

losses.  

c. Adirondack Regional.  

i.  Adirondack Chapter prefers to wait until their cutoff date in April before making a decision 

whether to cancel.    

ii. The Board agrees with this but feels New York State will likely force a decision sooner by 

measures imposed to curb the coronavirus emergency.  

d. French Lick, Indiana National Convention.  

i. The Convention faces possible cancellation.   

ii. In event NCRS cancels, Dave Brigham is willing to extend the normal 3-year window for Mark of 

Excellence and Crossed Flags prerequisites to 4 years so awards can be earned in 2021.  

4. Activities – Dave Ewan.  

a. Dave reviewed Regional commitments for 2021 and 2022 and identified date windows available for 

additional proposals.  

b. Discussed 2021 Regional option being explored by New England Chapter to be held at large New 

Hampshire Corvette dealer.    

i. The Board approved the New England Chapter and Dave Brigham to move ahead with planning 

a proposed Regional for September 16-18, 2021 dates.  

c. Reviewed locations and status of Conventions planned for 2021 in Palm Springs, California; 2022 in 

Mobile, Alabama; and 2023 back in French Lick, Indiana.  

d. Briefly discussed that NCRS is considering Santa Fe, New Mexico for the 2024 Convention and will have 

more to report later in the year.  
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NCRS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes continued… 
 

5. Old Business  

a. Leake and Barrett Jackson Auction Update – John Tidwell.  

i. John Tidwell reported on the Leake and Barrett Jackson auctions held in Scottsdale in January. 

1. This was Leake’s first event during Scottdale’s January auction week and John felt it 

went very well.    

2. NCRS was given an excellent booth location and great exposure by labelling their center 

raised VIP area as the “Top Flight” deck.  

3. Barrett Jackson gave NCRS a much better booth location in the main vendor area this 

year, resulting in much better exposure.  

4. Manual sales and new and renewal membership sales at both auctions were excellent.  

b. Michigan Chapter Tax Status Issue – John Tidwell.   

i. John Tidwell reported on the status of the Michigan Chapter tax status issue.    

c. Discuss Monthly Expired Membership Reports – All.  

i. Discussion of ways to communicate with former members whose memberships have expired.  

d. Discuss Support for New Directors. – All.  

i. Mark Tulley suggested a mentor be assigned to each new Director.  

ii. All agreed that the Board could do a better job of onboarding new Directors. 

iii. A New Director Information Manual could also inform new Director candidates about what the 

job requires.  

6. New Business  

a. Increasing Revenue – Mike Ingham.  

i. Tom James introduced himself and explained that he has recently retired and would like very 

much to help the NCRS raise much needed funds.  

ii. Tom explained that he believes there are numerous vendors selling Corvette parts who don’t 

currently advertise in the Driveline who could be tapped to do so.  

iii. Tom thinks the NCRS could attract at least some of the many vendors who will be creating 

aftermarket parts for the new C8 Corvette.  

iv. Tom believes the NCRS is under-charging for flight-judging at our Regional and National events 

given the vehicle appreciation that results   

1. He compared the NCRS’s typical charge for judging to Bloomington’s charges, and feels 

ours is far more valuable to the owners.  

v. Tom was asked to put together a list of the vendors he thinks we should be pursuing and send 

that to the Board.    

1. He is ready and willing to pursue these vendors on his own.  

b. Discuss Proposal for Improving NCRS Social Media Presence – Mike Ingham.  

i. Shannon Urton discussed some of the content of Lauren Girdler’s report.  

1. Shannon discussed what Facebook Groups are.  

2. Social media should be a large part of NCRS’ future.  

a. Room to make more use of social media.  

i. May cost some money to make the most of it.  

3. Shannon discussed how the NCRS might use Facebook Groups.  

a. May be a need for a full-time administrator.  

ii. Shannon will work with Lauren Girdler to assist Chapters in effective uses of social media, and 

the best way to oversee their social media activities to ensure consistency.  

c. Discuss Succession Planning for Key Employees – All.  

i. This is key for the following employees:  

1. Dave Brigham.  

2. Vinnie Peters  

3. John Tidwell  

4. John Waggoner.  
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NCRS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes continued… 
 

d. Committee to Study Expense Reduction and Income Enhancement Ideas for Board Consideration 

– Mike Ingham.  

i. Mike Ingham asked John Tidwell if putting together a group to study expense reduction and 

income enhancement would be a good idea.  

1. John said he could only deal with the expense reduction area.  

e. Discuss Whether Conflict-Of-Interest Policy Should Apply to Employees, Team Leaders, Etc. – 

Mike Ingham.  

i. There is no need to expand the conflict-of-interest policy coverage to employees or Team Leaders 

since the only reason to have this policy at all was due to a requirement by our liability insurance 

company to have the policy apply to Directors.  

f. Chapter Charity Matching Funds Program Issues. – Mark Tulley.  

i. Joan Burnett is going to develop a form for Chapters to designate a new charity.  

1. Deadline for Chapters to submit new charities for approval is October 1st of each year. 

ii. Need matching funds applications from each Chapter by January 15th of each year.  

iii. New forms will be sent to Chapters along with a current approved charities list.  

iv. The Board needs to vote on the 2020 matching funds percentage.  

1. Will be voted on at the July, 2020 Board meeting.  

g. Chapter Top Flight Program Reporting Concerns – Mike Ingham and Bob Johansen.  

i. Bob Johansen recommends cancelling the 2020 Chapter Top Flight program due to the 

coronavirus emergency.  

1. The Board agreed and thus the 2020 Chapter Top Flight Program is cancelled.  

h. Advertising Strategy – Mike Ingham and Mark Tulley.  

i. Suggestion was made to give potential members an incentive to join the NCRS at events.  

1. New members joining at an event (auctions, Carlisle, shows, judging events) would get 

a 14-month initial membership period instead of the usual 12-month initial period. All 

subsequent renewals would be for the usual 12 months.  

2. Proposal was positively received by Board members.  

7. Regional Director Reports – All.  

a. Mike Ingham asked Directors to comment on what feedback their Chapters might have for the NCRS 

Board.  

b. Region I – Mark Tulley  

i. Issues with spousal emails and the Chapter Top Flight program.  

ii. Issues with Adirondack and New England Regional events.  

c. Region II – Shannon Urton  

i. All Chapter annual reports and financials are complete.  

ii. Chapter feedback:  

1. Share educational videos on web site.  

2. Eliminate event fees for judges.  

\3. Continue to push the Concours program.  

d. Region III – Sue Strawmyre.  

i. Chapters don’t like filling out financial reports.  

ii. April 4th Mid-Atlantic Chapter event will probably have to be cancelled.  

e. Region IV – John Ballard.  

i. Working with the Florida Chapter again.  

ii. Event in Tennessee will probably have to be cancelled.  

f. Region V – Rick Coker.  

i. Trying to get Chapters to update weak bylaws.  

ii. Issues: frustration about some people not being chosen to judge.  
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NCRS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes continued… 
 

g. Region VI – Ralph Ridge.  

i. Nebraska Chapter is a rising star.  

ii. Some have suggested expanding the NCRS objective statement to include Concours Program.  

iii. Part of a Director’s job is to help Chapters avoid holding events in conflict with Regional and 

National Convention events, as well as other Chapter events within their Region.  

h. Region VII – Dave Ewan.  

i. Chapters are concerned about the unknowns around event cancellations.  

ii. Chapters have asked if they can hold a stand-alone Concours meet and advertise it themselves. 

iii. All Chapters are financially sound.  

i. Region VIII – Bob Johansen.  

i. Three Chapters.  

ii. British Columbia Chapter is still struggling.  

iii. Northwest Chapter has a Regional in August.  

iv. New Intermountain Chapter is struggling to attract members.  

j. Region IX – Mike Ingham.  

i. Northern California Chapter cancelled its Spring meet.  

ii. Central California Chapter cancelled its Spring meet.  

iii. Arizona Chapter is going forward with their judging school.  

iv. Southern Arizona Chapter cancelled its Spring meet.  

v. All Chapters are financially sound.  

k. Region X – Dave Ewan.  

i. UK Chapter has cancelled all events.  

ii. The Central European Chapter will probably have to cancel its judging school.  

1. Chapter has grown from 0 to 39 members in one year.  

iii. All Chapters are sound financially.  

iv. Australia Chapter has gained 18 new members, but some are probably international.  

 

8. Meeting Feedback – Mike Ingham.  

i. Mike asked the Board for feedback on how well the meeting worked without having employees attend.  

1. Consensus that the meeting was fine without all employees.  

  

 

Dave Ewan moved, and Mike Ingham seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  Passed: 9 for, None against.  

  

The meeting adjourned at 3:20 PM EDT. 

____________________________________________________________________  

  

Date of the next Board meeting has not yet been set.  

  

Respectfully submitted,   

Larry Colvin NCRS Secretary 
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One Man C2 Leaf Spring Installation… by Michael Anderson   

 
As a preface, I am working on my first ever, body-off restoration of my 1966 SB Roadster.  I’ve owned 
it for over 20 years and driven it extensively over the years.  (For an example of one epic adventure, 
check out Restorer from Winter 2009).  Last summer it developed an engine knock, I towed it down to 
my brothers place outside of St. Louis for diagnosis.  Many of you have heard this story before, but… 
what started as a plan to remove the engine for an overhaul and do a few “minor updates”, quickly 
turned into a full blown, body off restoration. For this I have Bill Naeger, Dennis Hardesty and Dave 
Buescher of the St. Louis NCRS club to thank, or blame!!!   
 
I have been an avid consumer of the NCRS Technical Discussion Board (TDB) and The Corvette 
Restorer for many years, being more of a consumer than a supplier.  However, this procedure worked 
so well I decided it was time to pay back and pay forward so here goes. 
 
To start off, the cross member, differential, trailing arms, 1/2 shafts and shock absorbers were already 
installed on the frame. Having them installed ahead of the spring ensures that the trailing arm is 
correctly positioned before attaching the spring to the trailing arms. 
 
The first step is to install the spring assembly to the diff with the help of the floor jack to raise the spring 
assembly up to the diff. Note DO NOT torque the 4 bolts going into the rear diff cover until after the 
body is on and the car is on wheels and off the jack stands. 
 
With the spring assembly bolted to the diff, the big challenge with this spring is to safely raise up each 
end so that you can connect the spring bolts from the trailing arms.  Raising the spring end from below 
with a jack would not work.  The spring tension is to great and the whole frame will rise up.  I had seen 
in previous TDB posts the use of a floor jack sitting on top of the cross member which made sense.   
 
The entire process took less than 3 hours, including stopping and redoing some of the equipment as 

I “learned’ from my mistakes.  Thanks to all who have helped me gain confidence in taking on these 

tasks. 

PHOTO 1 
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ONE MAN C2 LEAF SPRING INSTALL continued… 
 

PHOTO 2 

 
 

PHOTO 3 

 
 
 



A Quarterly Newsletter of the St. Louis Chapter of the NCRS  

13 
 

 
ONE MAN C2 LEAF SPRING INSTALL continued… 
 
Here are the steps I followed: 
 
• Using a bottle jack directly under the lower rear shock mount, raise the trailing arm up. This will ease 

the installation of the spring bolt.  Photo 2 shows the positioning of the bottle jack. 
 
• Lay a 2x10 on top of the rear cross member. The piece I had fit perfectly across the length of the cross 

member between the frame rails. 
 
• Place a shorter piece of 2x6 (about 15-18”) on the 2x10 where the front wheels for the floor jack will 

set, perpendicular to the 2x10. One end should be flush with the 2x10 towards the back of the frame 
and the longer end should point towards the front of the frame. (Photos 1 & 3) 

 
• Place the floor jack on the 2x10 with the front wheels on the 2x6. With the front of the floor jack as 

close to the frame rail as you can get. I also had a 10” piece of 2x6 to set the back of the floor jack on, 
keeping it level but this may not be necessary. 

 

• Strap the back of the floor jack, on the handle side, to the 2x10. (Photo 1) This is necessary to keep 
the back from raising when you are compressing the spring. I learned this the hard way on my first 
attempt! 

 

• Use a piece of 2x4 on top of the cup of the floor jack arm. Wrap a ratchet strap around the spring near 
the end.  I wrapped it around the first and second leaf (Photo 2). Be sure to wrap the strap around the 
far end of the spring one time. The lip of the 3rd spring leaf prevents the strap from slipping up the 
spring assembly as you raise the jack. The strap then goes over the 2x4 on the cup of the floor jack 
arm, down over the end of the 2x6 running perpendicular to the cross member, down past the back 
side of the 1/2 shaft, under the far end of the spring, and back up to the cup end of the floor jack arm. 
Tighten the strap with the ratchet just enough to remove any slack.  No need to use it to compress the 
spring yet, the floor jack will do the hard work. 

 
• The reason for the perpendicular 2x6 is to even out the forces on the spring assembly so that the 

assembly doesn’t get pulled backwards. I first tried it without the 2x6 and found that the spring 
assembly was being pulled backwards and making it difficult to run the spring bolt from the trailing arm 
to the spring. Putting the 2x6 in helped the spring to come up straight and eased the installation of the 
spring bolt. 

 
Operate the floor jack to raise the spring. Do this slowly checking that all is working as planned and 
that the strap is not creeping. When the spring is nearly “flat” you should be able to easily install the 
spring bolt thru the trailing arms with the appropriate bushings and washers. Spin the castle nut onto 
the spring bolt and be get it up to the cotter pin hole or close to it. You can tighten it further if necessary 
after you release the spring. 
 
Before you release the spring be sure to lower and remove the bottle jack from under the trailing arm. 
Another lesson I learned the hard way! 

 
Slowly lower the floor jack to fully release the tension on the spring.  

 
Repeat the procedure on the opposite side. 

 
Open a bottle of your favorite adult beverage and congratulate yourself on a job well done! 
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HOW TO FLIP A BODY… THE EASY WAY by Dave Buescher   

 
As I am currently working on a midyear restoration project, I found myself to the point of needing to 
clean and do some minor repair the bottom of the body.  Not wanting to work under the body on a 
creeper to do the work, I needed to find a better way to get to the bottom of the body and like the 
saying goes, necessity is the mother of invention.  
 
Having worked with overhead cranes for years, I thought if I could come up with some sort of 
overhead structure, I could use that to take the shell from horizontal to the vertical to get access to 
the bottom of the body.  
 
Having seen a friend use a section of warehouse pallet racking to support a body while removing the 
frame, the MacGyvering began.  The plan was to use a scissors lift to raise the body, connect one 
side of the body to the dolly / pallet racking and then lower the lift. As the lift was lowered, the dolly 
would ride across the top of the racking cross beam.  At least it sounded good in theory and besides, 
if it fell it could only go as far as the floor.  
 
After locating some used warehouse pallet racking which I traded $40 and lunch, I fabricated a rolling 
dolly to run across the top of the cross rail of the racking.  
 
After sketching up a basic 
design on the work bench 
top, I disassembled a set of 
casters for the dolly rollers 
and used various material I 
had laying around the shop. 
With a little fabrication, 
welding and machining, the 
dolly was assembled to the 
racking.  
 
With the doors removed and 
bracing installed in the jams, 
the body was raised and 
one side of the door bracing 
connected to the dolly.  As 
the lift was lowered, the 
opposite side of the body 
sat on the lift as the dolly 
ran across the pallet racking 
cross beam.  After a test 
run, a hinge assembly was fabricated that connected the driver side of the body to the lift to better 
control the body movement as the lift was raised and lowered.  
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HOW TO FLIP A BODY…THE EASY WAY continued… 
 
It takes about a minute and a half to go from horizontal to vertical which is a perfect speed to keep an 
eye on things as the lift is raised or lowered.  
 
The following photos are still-frames from a video of the “flip” in action.  I have a video that has been 
sped up that I can text if you are interested in seeing it in action. 
 

   
1→ 2→ 3→ 

   
4→ 5→ 6 

 

MASKING TIUGHT CURVES- RESTORING C2 DOOR TRIM by John Foster  

 
Among the trinkets I brought back from Corvettes at Carlisle last summer were some mid-year door 

panel trim pieces.  Another example of, I don’t really need them, but they were too nice a deal to pass 

up.  They jest needed a little TLC.  

 

All but one or two of the attaching tabs on the back of the trim pieces were in place, but they were also 

very rusty.  Fortunately, I did not feel the need to repair or replace any of the tabs, although I do recall 

seeing an article once in the Restorer long ago on how to make and install replacement tabs.  So, my 

first step was gently straightening all of the tabs.  Then I cleaned each tab up as best I could with some 

rust remover and a Scotch-Brite Pad before rinsing the trim pieces thoroughly and allowing them to dry 

in the sun.   

 



A Quarterly Newsletter of the St. Louis Chapter of the NCRS  

16 
 

 

MASKING TIGHT CURVES, RESTORING C2 DOOR TRIM continued… 

 

Second step was to use another Scotch-Brite Pad to scuff off the loose black paint in the channel of 

the trim pieces.  The “race-track” upper pieces are actually comprised of four separate pieces, the two 

c-shaped ends, and the upper and lower straight pieces, that slide together to make the “race-track.”  

The pieces I was working were all joined tightly enough that I decided to leave them together so that I 

didn’t bend anything or alter the “factory fit.”   

 

Prior to repainting the channels, I needed to mask the pieces.  Because of the sharp 

bends in the corners, it would be difficult to get a clean mask with typical ½ or ¾ 

inching painter’s tape as it would kink in the tight bends.  Then I remembered the old 

days of using “pin striping” tape and making reasonably tight curves with it.  3M 

makes a 1/8 inch, fine and flexible artist’s tape for masking curves.  Perfect for this 

and it’s only a couple bucks.   

 

I found the artist’s tape easy to stretch and curve and it adhered snugly and relatively 

flat to the curves.  I masked the entire piece with the artist’s tape and just used my fingernail to guide 

a straight line along the inside edge of the channel.   

 

  
 

Then I used painter’s tape to broaden the masking and 

cover the outside of the trim pieces.   

 

After wiping the piece with some paint-prep I applied a 

couple of coats of SEM 39143 Original Trim Black paint 

and removed the masking tapes. I lightly buffed the outer 

edges of the pieces with some XXX steel wool to clean 

and brighten them up.   

 

Lather, rinse, and repeat with the other pieces and you have restored door panel trim.  
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JUDGING SCHOOL REVIEW - OPS JUDGING TIPS by Tom Dingman  

 

Editor’s Note:  This article was originally published in the 1st Quarter 2020 Issue of the NCRS Northeast 

News and is reprinted in The Legend with the permission of both the author and the editor of the NCRS 

Northeast Newsletter.  Tom Dingman is the Judging Chair of the Michigan Chapter and is also a 

member of the St. Louis Chapter and his comments can benefit both the car owner preparing his/her 

car for Flight Judging, as well as judges.  Enjoy.   

While my daughter and son-in-law were on vacation, I enjoyed the role of “tooth fairy” on location at 

their home. Despite being busy with that (three “baby teeth” out in a single week), I got away for a 

couple of hours on a nice Saturday morning. 

The location that morning was 

GT Motor Cars in Wallingford, 

CT.  I was pleasantly surprised 

to find a significant group of 

classic cars, including some 

early Corvettes.  Many are there 

on consignment, while others 

are offered for direct sale. View 

their inventory at 

www.gtmotorcarsllc.com or call 

888 204 0440. 

What was going on that day?  

The Northeast Chapter of NCRS 

held a judging school focused on 

the Operations phase of 

Corvette flight judging.  The 

judged car that day was a very 

fine black 1967 Coupe.  The 

owner that day was Mr. J. R. 

Amantea of GT Motor Cars.  The 

two “Ops Judges” were Jay Tansey, NE Chapter Judging Co-chair and Mike Lombardi, former NE 

chapter chairman.   

I am thinking this will be a good seminar to duplicate in our Michigan chapter.  Following are some of 

the notes I took that day, enhanced by a quick review of judging guides.  (See my disclaimer at the 

end.)  

 

 

 

Figure 1 - THe very start of the 1967 Operations Check 

http://www.gtmotorcarsllc.com/
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JUDGING SCHOOL REVIEW, continued… 
 
Prior Study: Read the Operations section of the appropriate NCRS Technical Information Manual & 
Judging Guide (TIM&JG) and reference it during the process.   
 
Note that NCRS also sells “Corvette Operations Manual & Performance Verification (PV) Test Guides”. 
These are separate from the TIM&JG and mostly deal with the more exhaustive PV checks.  One is on 
the left in the next photo: 
 

 

#2 - The two manuals referenced above. 

Pre-start checks:  Make sure you team leader has checked the VIN plate and basic data for the car.  

This should include the TRIM plate on C2 and later Corvettes.   

Also check the cooling fan (or fan & clutch) for a loose condition.  Look for significant leaks of any fluid, 
especially fuel, and ask the owner to put the trans in neutral or park.   Visible seepage is ok, drips are 
not. Feel for a cold engine, check the choke setting and the other pre-start items in the TIM&JG for the 
year of the car.  If there are safety concerns, see your team leader before going on.   
 
For 1966 Corvettes, using the 6th edition manual, you will note 21 things to check while the engine is 
running.  (Operations checks are normally done outside.).  
 
Many of the checked items herein were discussed in the session I attended in CT.  See below for a 
subset of those topics.  Not all operations procedures are in this article, so “RFM”.  
 
Cold Engine Start & Idle:  Only the owner can start the engine. With the owner, test and set the parking 
brake and then evaluate the east of starting. Watch to see high idle throttle position on a cold engine.  
If a car will not start due to low battery, you may allow jumper cables to a separate portable battery or 
“jump box”.  Do not allow jumper cables to another car!  When started, let the car run for fifteen minutes, 
shut engine off and see if it will restart (on the installed battery alone). A failure at this point causes a 
deduction for lighting, air conditioning and all other things that need battery power.   
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JUDGING SCHOOL REVIEW, continued… 
 
Horns:  When testing the horns, you don’t need to go “around the clock” and test multiple horn button 
spots.  (When doing a PV, you do that.) 
 
Exhaust note: Based on your experience, evaluate the sound of the exhaust and listen for leaks, 
vibrations and other sounds.   
However, do not deduct for side exhaust sounds, simply because you see indications of a prior under 
the car exhaust.  We had a debate on the subject in 2019 at the Michigan Chapter Meet. This position 
comes from the 1966 national team leader, Bill Calorico.   
 
When doing lamps and other such things, you may divide up the 25 points given in a line item.  
Divide by the total of bulb functions. (Separate tail and stop, for example.) 
Check turn signals, including frequency of the flashing.  Check the hazard flashers if so equipped. Learn 
the function of a “lane change feature” which began with 1967 Corvettes.  For 1966 and 1967, review 
the TIM&JG paragraph on hazard flashers. 
 
Windshield washer and wiper:  Note that pressing the wash button on the dash should result in wipers 
starting from off position.  Check to see if this actually happens that way. Don’t let the owner twist the 
knob to “simulate” this. 
It’s ok to lubricate the windshield with water first.  Washers should hit the windshield; Not quite like a 
PV, where the water should hit the center of the wiper zone.  A dribble that does not hit the wiper area 
is a failure.   Wipers often have two speeds and the “park” position.  Again, reference the TIM&JG – 
Operations Section.  
 
Interior bulb checks:  Bring a dark colored towel or large black table napkin to allow viewing of 
dashboard/instrument panel lights.  
 
Gages and Tachometer:  A Jumping Amp-meter or bouncing tachometer needle merits a partial 
deduction.   
 
Know which years had power antennas and study how to evaluate the full function thereof.  Do not 
deduct for a wrong style antenna, if operation fits the description of function for that model year. Leave 
the antenna up for radio functions.   
 
Radios:  This can be more complex than you might think.  Include a test of the “signal seeking” wonder-
bar feature.  Check to see if buttons can be reset for a received and heard AM or FM station.  (The 
1966 TIM&JG has ¼ page of text on this subject.) 
 
Heater/defroster/air conditioning:  Another area to allow partial deductions.  Check fan speeds, 
settings and proper heating, defrosting and cooling functions. (The 1966 TIM&JG has ¼ page of text 
on this subject.) 
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JUDGING SCHOOL REVIEW, continued… 
 
Clock:  The original mechanisms are mechanical.  There’s a solenoid that rewinds the clock every few 
minutes.  You should hear the second-hand ticking.  Note that a quartz mechanism might not “tick”.  
Some do.  Also note, if the battery is shut off, a quartz clock will continue for 10-15 seconds.  (In the 
1966 TIM&JG, this is the first item to check after the ignition is shut off.) 
 
Lights: Courtesy, Rear compartment or Dome, and Glove Box.  In 1966, the coupe has a dome 
light, while the convertibles have a light in the back of the cabin. Test by opening and closing each of 
the doors.  
 
Vent windows:  Allow for ½ to ¾ inch “free play” but not more.  
 
Locking & Latching Glove Compartment, Ignition, Doors and Spare Tire:  Check to see if locking 
works inside and out.  Watch for ability to unlock with door latch (’67 and up).  
 
Other Functions Discussed in CT (from my notes): 
Telescopic steering wheel function, Odometer resetting, and Seat back locks on ’67 and newer 
Corvettes.  
 
As stated above, not all operations procedures are in this article.   Please use the appropriate 
TIM&JG – Operations Section.  At a meet, your judging chairman will provide that section along with 
your assignment.   
 
In the audience I found Rob O’Neil, who drove up from New York.   We first met in Rosemont, IL at the 
Muscle Car and Corvette Nationals (MCACN) in 2018.  Another NCRS friend and 1965 Corvette 
specialist, Drew Papsun, was also in attendance.  
 

   
 
I really enjoyed this session and want to thank the Northeast chapter for putting it on.  (They even had 
decaf-coffee available.) 
 
Please rely on the NCRS judging documents and not what I have written here.  Please tell me if 
I’ve made comments that don’t match with your judging experience.  Call/text (810) 338 0307, or write 
to midvette@mac.com   
 
 
 

mailto:midvette@mac.com
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IF CARS COULD TALK by Dave Dawdy 

 
“I was born January 8, 1960 in St. Louis, Missouri.  It is uncertain where I was first delivered after I 
was born.  The first owner I remember was Charles Hamill of Bellville, IL.  Charles and I spent a lot of 
time in the St Louis, MO area.  I remember visiting with Charlie's friends, one was Mac Yates. 
 
I went to the Sebring, FL races with Charlie and his brother Ed in March of 1961.  In May of 1961, I 
began spending a lot of time with Ed.  I began to participate in lots of fun activities, mostly drag racing 
at Alton Drag Way where Ed and I won many races in B/P.  
 
During the summers of 1961 & 1962 Ed and I participated in several SCCA races in the Midwest.  At 
the last race at Lake Garnet Grand Prix, July 7 thru 8, my fuel injection unit developed a leak that led 
to a fire.  This was my last race with Ed.   
 
I remember moving to Los Angeles, CA in September, 1961, where Ed went to engineering school.   

Ed and I often went to Riverside Raceway where we met many other racing fans.   We visited the 
Dean Moon Speed Shop often, looking for parts for Ed's other friend back in Belleville, IL, an Ace 
sports car into which Ed was performing an engine (Chevy) transplant.   
  

During one of our visits, a man suggested we visit the garage behind the Speed Shop.   We did visit 
this shop where a couple of men were working on a chassis and sports car body, Ed said the body 
was similar to Ed’s Ace back in Belleville.  
 
Then, as soon as Ed could, we went to the pits at Riverside where Ed met the gentleman from the 
garage behind the speed shop to discuss parts for Ed’s AC Ace project in Illinois.  Ed was offered a 
job as a result of this conversation. Following the conversation with the man in the black Stetson, Ed 
and I began to visit the garage behind the speed shop more often. 
 
Ed and I continued to go to Riverside where we would drive on the track frequently.   Then once Mr. 
Shelby called Ed and ask him to meet him at Riverside Raceway.  Mr. Shelby ask if he could use me 
to take his friend for a ride around the track.  Of course, Ed agreed, and I was driven around the track 
by Carroll Shelby with Raymond Loewy, a famous industrial designer from Paris, France.  At a Shelby 
Corvettes only driving school I was used with Ed to train students at Riverside. 
 
Then came the fall of 1962 when Ed decided he had to let me go.  Over the last 58 years I’ve found 
myself fostered in many different garages: Dan Schlueter of Belleville, IL; Charles S, Meyer, Jr of 
Belleville, IL; Vicart Motors, Inc. of St Louis, MO; Michael J. Carriere of St Louis, MO; John B. Huzar 
of St Louis, MO; Charles J. Obrecht 3rd of St Louis, MO; William Dalton of St Louis County, MO; 
Lowell Huff of Jennings, MO; Eddie Anderson of Grafton, IL; Gene Davis of Jerseyville, IL; and, finally 
to David Dawdy of Alton, IL 
 
My many foster homes were not always kind to me.  I was treated roughly and lost a lot of my original 
Corvette character.  However, when Mr. Dawdy took me in, I was allowed to regain my beauty and 
performance.  I spent many happy hours in his garage being restored to the look and spirit that I had 
that day long ago on January 8, 1960 when I was first driven out of the Corvette plant in St. 
Louis.”          
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CLASSIFIED by Our Members 

 

Chapter members are invited to place classified ads at no cost.  Advertisements may be a description 

of vehicles or parts wanted or for sale, information wanted, services offered, or a business card.  The 

NCRS St. Louis Chapter reserves the right to refuse advertisements deemed to be inappropriate, 

offensive, or inflammatory. 

 

  

  

 

For Sale  

NOS Transistor Ignition parts 

T I magnet p/n 1960779 NOS new in unopened GM box $325 each, 2 available  

TI Pole Piece p/n 1967928 NOS new in unopened box $150 each, 2 available 

TI amplifier box, USED, tested good $225 each 3 available 

63 to 67 Exhaust tips NOS in the GM box $175 for the pair 

Call or text Dave Buescher 618-772-8641 

 

For Sale 

Restored 1965 1966 Corvette Telescopic steering column. 

Includes new turn signal switch and lever, new chrome lock ring and horn button. 

Also includes steering wheel hub. $1650 outright, may consider other columns on trade-in.    

Call or text Dave Buescher 618-772-8641  
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Wanted  

1963 to 1967 convertible folding top frame. Any condition considered.  

Call or text Dave Buescher 618-772-8641 

 
For Sale 
1962 327 Engine from a real Corvette. Original Pad stamped 104357 F1128RC (250 HP) Original 

Crank, Rods, Pistons still in it. Will separate the heads or whatever you need. Buy it all $595 - 

Delivery at Carlisle (August) or Detroit area.  WOULD LOVE TO REUNITE THIS ENGINE TO THE 

ORIGINAL CAR IF ANYONE KNOWS WHERE IT IS!  

 

1968 427 early Corvette original tri-power manifold cast in 1967.  "Low-Rise”, not same 

as ’67.  Square port / High HP version, with three carbs.  This has been in dry storage for 40 

years.  Will be on sale at Carlisle (August).  Price is TBD. 

 

Four 1974 - 1978 Corvette Seat Pivot Bolts. NOS GM 339165 Parts Catalog, listed 

in Group 11.375.   $4 for the four.  Shipped via USPS First Class Package - 

Shipping cost = $6.00.   

I bought because I thought they would work on a C2, but they are for C3 Vettes - 

Head is slightly bigger.   According to GM, these will service your 1963-1967 

seats.  However, the heads won’t fit in the smaller recess at the end of the “hockey 

stick”.  So, technically, they will do the job for ’63-’67s… 

 

Call or Email Tom Dingman, Phone: 810-338-0307, Email: midvette@mac.com    

 

For Sale 

1962 CORVETTE:  Two top with black soft top. All Numbers Match! Rebuilt 327/250 HP, 4 -Speed.  
Scored 93 at NCRS Chapter Meet on 10/12/19.  Complete document trail.  $67,500.00. 
Gary Bader 314-616-0038 GaryB@r-ref.com 
 

   

  

 

For Sale 
Set of four 1967 rally wheels with like new 215/70/15 BFG red line radials.    

Call Larry Rowden at 314-422-6369 
 

mailto:midvette@mac.com
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For Sale 

1972 Corvette Coupe LS-5, Two owner, never been hit, #matching motor, transmission, rear end and 
all original glass.  51,700 miles.  Engine was rebuilt by Pete Rizos with 11:1 pistons and an L-71 cam.  
Factory equipped with power steering, brakes, windows, AC, and tilt & telescopic steering wheel.  
Excellent interior with new fuel tank, brakes, tires, rebuilt Quadra-jet and tune up by Pete Rizos.  I 
also have the maintenance records back to 1991.  $35,000  
Bob Eichhorn 314-352-3898  roberteichhorn@att.net 

 

   
 

For Sale 

Corvette small block, 300 hp, complete with intake, exhaust, bell housing, etc.  $400. 

Corvette Bell housing, part # 3858403.  $65   

58 - 59 black/red hardtop. $3750 

Dave Dawdy at 618-604-9611 - Leave Message Please  dgdawdy@gmail.com 

 

For Sale: 

67-68 original steering wheel in mint condition, no cracks, it’s beautiful. $350. 

Mike Hanley 636-578-8889 

 

For Sale: 

12 V Battery Butler, trickle charger, new in box. $5.00  
K & N High Flow air filter for C2, ‘65-68. New in box $25.00  
K & N Filter care kit. $10.00 4. Hendricks autoguard clean car care system. New $10.00  
Good Year shop crane with load leveler, model 35423, lift 1.5 ton, Cost $350, used 1 time, $100.00  
Pair 327 heads #3890402 off a ‘67 engine. $60.00. 
George Williams 618-997-2600 
 

  

  

mailto:roberteichhorn@att.net
mailto:dgdawdy@gmail.com
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For Sale 

Large collection of new used and repo parts, mostly C1.   

Contact Joan Burnett Joan Burnett joanieburnett@gmail.com 

  

mailto:joanieburnett@gmail.com
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For Sale 

Large collection of new used and repo parts, mostly C1.   

Contact Joan Burnett Joan Burnett joanieburnett@gmail.com  

 
 

EDITOR’S FINE PRINT 

 

Membership in the NCRS is open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation, and history of 

the Corvette produced by the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors. NCRS is not affiliated with 

Chevrolet or General Motors.  

 

Permission is hereby granted to all NCRS Chapter newsletters to reproduce any original material 

contained herein; as long as any article is reproduced in its entirety and the author and source are 

credited.  

 

NCRS registered trademarks: NCRS Founders Award®, NCRS Master Judge Award®, NCRS 

Performance Verification Award®, NCRS Flight Award® and NCRS Sportsman Award® are 

registered with the United States Department of Commerce and Trademark Office. 
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