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View From the Chair  by John Foster  

 

As we approach the Christmas holiday season I want to wish each member family of our Chapter a 

Merry Christmas and my hopes of a happy 2016.  With all of the turmoil in the world, we are truly blessed 

to have our families, friends and Corvettes. 

Our Chapter had another productive year, receiving another Chapter Top Flight Award, co-hosting 

the Heart of America Regional in Joplin and hosting two chapter judging meets here at home.  We also 

completed more than enough activities to qualify for another Chapter Top Flight Award at the National 

Convention July 17-22 in Rhode Island. 

The Board has also penciled out a preliminary schedule of Chapter events for 2016.  We hope to 

make 2016 even more enjoyable for the membership.  Dinner meetings at JJôs will remain the second 

Thursday of each month.  Our Spring Chapter Judging event is confirmed for Saturday, April 30, 2016, and 

we already have one car owner interested in registering a C3 for judging. 

At our December 10th dinner meeting at JJôs Restaurant we will finalize nominations for our 2016 

elected officers and the ballots will go out shortly thereafter with the 2016 dues notice.  The new officers 

will assume their duties January 9 at our Holiday Awards Dinner.  If you are interested in serving as 

Chairman, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Events Chair, Judging Chair or a three year term as a Board 

member, please contact John Foster or Mike Hanley prior to the December 10 dinner meeting.  My thanks 

to those Chapter members who worked so diligently in 2015 to ensure that this is a Chapter of great cars 

and great friends.  To those of you, who didnôt get involved this year, get involved in 2016.  All of you 

have knowledge and experience that will benefit your Chapter. 

And speaking of the Holiday Awards Dinner, I am excited that we are trying something different this 

year.  The Board voted to underwrite a portion of our traditional holiday party which this year will be held 

at Spazio Westport banquet center on January 9th from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  We will enjoy a buffet by 

Russoôs Catering, live music by long time St. Louis favorite Terry Beck and we will recognize a number of 

our members for their contributions to the Chapter during 2015.  Come spend a post-holiday evening with 

your NCRS family.  We have contracted for 50 attendees but I would love to call Spazioôs and tell them to 

set additional tables.  Please RSVP to me no later than December 18. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

John Foster 

Chairman 

 Feature Items  



 

Page 2 of 21 

   

THE LEGEND  

            Volume 27, Number 4 NCRS St. Louis Chapter Fourth Quarter 2015 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Over the years Iôve observed many Corvette owners have their ñbonus pointsò fire extinguisher during 

NCRS Flight Judging, but often Iôve noticed that the extinguisher is haphazardly included along with their 

detailing supplies or spare parts, and may or may not be accessible or useful in the event of an onboard fire.  

And, whatôs in our garages besides our cars?  Fuel, paints and flammable liquids?  Chemicals?  More power 

tools than dedicated electrical circuits?  Extension cords?  Space heaters?  Welders and welding gas?  

Absolutely no fire risk in any of that, right?  Fire safety is something most of us take for granted until we 

smell smoke. 

 

Bill  Lacy, a longtime member of the St. Louis Chapter, 

mentioned during our monthly Chapter dinner meeting 

in November, that a recent garage fire near his 

neighborhood in Florissant, MO, destroyed a 

collection of cars, including a number vintage Mopars, 

a Viper and a C4 Corvette.  The fire was actually the 

result of a grass fire that spread to the garage that 

housed not only the cars but spare parts, racks of 

wheels and tires, a paint booth and a supply of 

flammable liquids. 

 

As many of us are preparing to store cars for the winter, or begin off-season restoration projects, Bill  

wanted to alert the members to the need for fire safety.  I thought it might be helpful to research the topic a 

little and share some technical advice and that might save a collector car, or more importantly, a life.  I 

drove over to examine the aftermath of the garage fire and I stopped by the headquarters of the Florissant 

Valley Fire Protection District to seek the advice of Fire Marshal Steve Gettemeier. 

 

  

 Articles   

 a.  Collector Cars and Fire Safety  by John Foster  

 
A few of the cars pulled from the garage 

with demolition of the garage taking place 

in the background. 
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VEHICLE  FIRES 

 

We all remember from high school chemistry class 

the three elements necessary create fire: heat, fuel, 

and oxygen.  That triangle of fire has generally been 

standard equipment on automobiles, especially older 

collector cars, and weôve all witnessed a car burning 

on the side of the road at one time or another.  I 

remember the multi-alarm response to fires in the 

stored seat foam at the GM plant in St. Louis where I worked in the late sixties-early seventies. 

 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) reported that U.S. fire departments responded to an 

estimated 164,000 vehicle fires in the United States during 2013 with 300 deaths, 925 injuries and damages 

exceeding $1.1 billion.  An analysis of data for vehicle fires occurring between 2003ï2007 indicated 49% 

of fires were the result of mechanical failure or malfunction, 23% electrical, 8% intentional, 5% from 

exposure to other fire sources, and only 3% from collision. 

 

GARAGE FIRES 

 

The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) reports that each year there are 6,600 garage fires in homes that result 

in an average of 30 deaths, 400 injuries, and $457 million in property loss.  Of these garage fires, 93 percent 

occurred in one- and two-family homes, many just like those the most NCRS members live in.  The ñheat 

from powered equipmentò predominately electrical distribution, lighting and power transfer equipment 

accounted for 42 percent of all garage fires.  The next two leading causes combined accounted for 26 

percent of garage fires:  other unintentional careless actions (15 percent) and open flames (11 percent).  The 

USFA also reports that the most common contributing factor to ignition on garage fires between 2009 and 

2011 was ñmisuse of material or productò (47 percent).  In this category, abandoned or discarded materials 

(16 percent) and heat source too close to combustibles (13 percent) were the specific factors that accounted 

for 29 percent of the fires. 

 

FIRE PREVENTION  

 

Fire Marshal Gettemeier suggested that people too often take fire prevention for granted because ñthey just 

donôt think it will  ever happen to them.ò  However, ñit itôs predictable, itôs preventableò is the mantra of a 

risk management expert whom I have heard speak at the FBI National Academy and several conferences.  

Could you think or even predict your risk of suffering a vehicle or garage fire? 

 

The data highlights the predictability of ñMurphyôs Lawò and the importance of proper vehicle maintenance 

and inspecting our vehicles regularly for fuel leaks, potential electrical shorts, and the exposure of 

combustible materials like insulation or upholstery to heat sources.  And, since nearly a quarter of vehicle 

fires were electrical in nature, that battery cut off switch isnôt just for extending the life of the battery.  The 

Fire Marshal also pointed out that ñcrittersò hiding in the garage over the winter often chew through 

electrical wires, and even fuel lines, contributing to the potential risk of fire. 

 

In the garage, the Fire Marshal advises that safety starts with keeping the garage orderly and clean, reducing 

the fire load and ensuring safe egress out of the garage.  We can start reducing our exposure by limiting the 

amount of combustible, flammable and hazardous materials we keep on hand.  We shouldnôt store more 
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than we need and use the older materials before buying new, and properly recycle hazardous materials and 

flammable liquids.  Flammable liquids should not be stored on the floor or bench but in cabinets designed 

specifically to contain spills. 

 

Fire Marshal Gettemeier also cited to the proper use of electrical tools and appliances.  Most residential 

garages, unless specially designed and built to facilitate the automotive hobbyist, lack sufficient electrical 

circuits and outlets for all of the lighting, tools, chargers and appliances that hobbyist want in their garages.  

This leads to the misuse of extension cords, especially undersized extension cords insufficient to safely 

handle the amperage draw of appliances, chargers or heaters.  When Underwriter Laboratories (UL) tests 

electrical appliances, they do so with a direct connection from the appliance and never with an extension 

cord. 

 

Heating the garage can also pose significant risk.  Fire Marshal Gettemeier pointed out that the International 

Building Code requires heaters to be at least 18 inches off the floor so as to avoid contact with spills. 

 

As far as alarms and smoke detectors in garages, the Fire Marshall pointed out that while heat detectors 

sense the heat of a fire already burning, smoke detectors could be rendered inoperable because they are 

more sensitive to the dirt and dust we often create in our garages.  Smoke detectors in garages must be kept 

clean and tested regularly.  He added that in order for either the heat or smoke detectors to provide the 

earliest and loudest possible warning, they should be connected to the smoke alarms inside the home. 

 

FIRE SUPPRESSION 

 

So letôs begin with some fire extinguisher basics.  Hey, theyôre not just for the judging points! The NFPA 

recognizes fire extinguishers as a tool for extinguishing or containing small fires in confined areas until the 

fire department arrives.  Extinguishers are limited by their size and the potential for fire to spread quickly.  

As much as you love that car, the number one priority is always personal safety.  While our first instinct 

may be to control and extinguish a fire, it is critical to recognize our limitations.  Fire Marshal Gettemeier 

stated that an individual, who has a fire extinguisher appropriate to the type of fire he or she is facing, and 

who has a working knowledge of how to use an extinguisher, may be able to suppress an ñinsipient stage 

fireò which is a fire at its initial  or beginning moments.  Beyond that, immediately call 9-1-1 and safely 

evacuate from the area of the fire. 

 

Choosing the correct fire extinguisher requires matching the extinguisher to the types of fuel generating the 

flame.  There are five classes of fire extinguishers in the United States: Class A, intended for use against 

solid combustibles; Class B, for use against flammable liquids and gases; Class C, non-conductive agents 

for use against energized electrical equipment; Class D for use against combustible metals; and, Class K, 

intended for use against oils and fats, generally kitchen fires.  Fire Marshall Gettemeier suggested that for 

onboard our collector vehicles, or any vehicle we may be driving on a daily basis, and for our garages, an 

extinguisher should be rated for Classes B and C with an emphasis on Class B. 

 

Fire extinguishing capacity of the extinguisher is rated in accordance with the requirements of the ANSI/UL 

711: Rating and Fire Testing of Fire Extinguishers.  These ratings include the numbers preceding the Class 

letters, such as 1-A:10-B:C.  In this example, the number 1 preceding the A, is multiplied by 1.25, to give 

the equivalent extinguishing capacity in gallons of water.  The number preceding the B indicates the area of 

a fire, in square feet, that an ordinary user should be able to extinguish.  There is no additional rating for 

class C, as the C rating indicates only that the agent in this extinguisher will  not conduct electricity, and an 
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extinguisher will  never have a Class of only C.  Fire Marshal Gettemeier recommended buying the largest 

possible extinguisher that can be mounted in the vehicle or the garage and that the extinguishers have the 

highest possible rating for the area of fire (the number in front of the B). 

 

Automotive hobbyists for many years relied upon Class BC extinguishers 

containing Halon, a gaseous agent that allowed for lighter extinguishers 

that did not leave a damaging residue after discharge.  However, Halon was 

banned in the United States in 1994 as it depletes the Ozone.  Today there 

are a number of safer ñclean agentsò available in BC extinguishers. 

 

Fire extinguishers must be serviced and readily accessible to be useful.  

Under normal conditions all classes of extinguishers should be 

professionally inspected at least annually for volume and pressure of the 

extinguishing agent.  The extinguisher should be professionally 

disassembled and inspected, serviced and refilled at least every five years 

for wet chemicals and CO2, and every six years for dry chemicals. 

 

 

Fire extinguishers should be placed so as to be readily available, unobstructed and near an escape route 

from the fire.  In the vehicle it should be mounted within reach of the driver.  In a garage, the extinguisher 

should be mounted on a wall near the door of the garage so that user is moving toward the exit to reach it, 

not moving into the area of the fire to find it. 

 

Most extinguishers provide only 10-15 seconds of continued suppression to it is important to learn the 

proper use of the extinguisher.  A guide is the simple acronym PASS:  Pull the pin; Aim the extinguisher at 

the base of the flames; Squeeze the handle of the extinguisher to release the agent; and, Sweep the nozzle of 

the extinguisher side to side across the base of the flames.  Fire Marshal Gettemeier suggested that this is 

important enough to consider conducting hands on tech sessions at Chapter meetings to demonstrate the 

proper technique.  Your local fire department would certainly be willing  to assist in any demonstrations, 

individual or group. 

 

My thanks to fellow NCRS member Bill  Lacy for bringing fire safety to our attention and to Steve 

Gettemeier for sharing his knowledge and experience. 

 

  

 
The ñ2BCò clean agent 

extinguisher from my 

Corvette. 
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We had another great Judging Event in October at Love Park.  We had the following cool cars to Judge: 

57 Fuelie 

66 Big Block coupe 

95 L88 with only 9K miles 

 

The 57 Fuelie was newly acquired by our own Larry Lipsitz and is a very special unrestored original 4 

speed car with Fuel Injectioné.with only 30K miles!!  The 66 Big Block was brought by Jerry Garrett from 

Indiana.   He has bought other cars to our past events.  It was great to have a pristine original 95 L88 with 

only 9K miles.   Very nice! 

 

Thanks and kudos to all of our Judges!!!   You all really make the difference!!  Special thanks to our 

Tabulatorsé.Kay Augustus, Brenda Durlas and Gen Kreyling.  Without these folks the event could not 

happen.  Getting the points correct is paramount!! 

 

Also ï special thanks to our Chief BBQers ï Ernie and Brenda Durlas!!   And our Chief Fryer ï Dan 

Rathgeber!!!  They did an awesome job and we had another great BBQ!!   Great Burgers, brats, Hot Dogs, 

Toasted Ravioli, Fries, and Egg Rolls - Much appreciated!!! 

 

Our next BBQ (er Judging meet) is scheduled for Saturday April 30th, 2016 in Love Park. 
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 b.  Pere Marquette Road Trip Grafton Ferry  

 


























