Volume 27, Number 4

Contents
Feature ItemsS.........oooooiiiiii e 1 e. Holiday Awads Dinner.........ccccccoveivieeeeennne 13
View From the Chair by dhn Foster....................... 1 f.  Tech. Session by Dave Buescher and Kelly Waite
AICIES. ..o 2 g. NCRS Calendar......ccccccvveiveviiiiiiiiiiiaiaeeeee, 17
a. Collector Cars and Fire Safety by John Foster h. Local Car Clubs, Shows and Cruises.......... 17
EVENES. ...t 6 Around the Web.........ccooo 17
a. Fall Judging Meet by Kelly Waite.................. 6 Buy, Sell, Trade..............o oo 18
b. Pere Marquette Road Trip Grafton Ferry......9 Club INfOrmMation............euevieiieeiiiiiiiieiereeeee e ee e, 18
Cc. Nurses for Newborns Work Day.................. 11 a. Meeting Minutes by Kay Augustus............... 18
d. St Louis NCRS Short Term Calendar......... 12 b. Club OffiCers......ccccccuiiiiiiiiiii i, 20
c. Editors Note by Joe Raine............ccccceeeeennne 20

Feature Items FINE Print.....coeeiiiiee e 21
View From the Chair by John Foster

As we approach the Christmas holiday season | want to wishreamlber family of our Chapter a
Merry Christmas and my hopes of a happy 2016. With all of the turmoil in the world, we are truly blessed
to have our familiesfriends and Corvettes.

Our Chapter had another productive year, receiving another Chapter gopAsiard, cehosting
the Heart of America Regional in Joplin and hosting two chapter judging meets here at home. We also
completed more than enough activities to qualify for another Chapter Top Flight Award at the National
Convention July 1-22 in Rhoddsland.

The Board has also penciled out a preliminary schedule of Chapter events for 2016. We hope to
make 2016 even more enjoyable for the membershi
Thursday of each month. Our Spring Chapter Judgingteseonfirmed for Saturday, April 30, 2016, and
we already have one car owner interested in registering a @gltpng.

Atour December 0di nner meeting at JJ6s Restaurant we
elected officers and the ballotsIMgo out shortly thereafter with the 2016 dues notice. The new officers
will assume their duties January 9 at our Holiday Awards Dinner. If you are interested in serving as
Chairman, ViceChair, Treasurer, Secretary, Events Chair, Judging Chair oe@ykar term as a Board
member, please contact John Foster or Mike Hanley prior to the December 10 dinner meeting. My thanks
to those Chapter members who worked so diligently in 2015 to ensure that this is a Chapter of great cars
and great friendsToto s e of you, who didndét get involved t|
have knowledge and experience that will benefit your Chapter.

And speaking of the Holiday Awards Dinner, | am excited that we are trying something different this
year. The Bard voted to underwrite a portion of our traditional holiday party which this year will be held
at Spazio Westport banquet center on Janu&fyo®n 6:00p.m.to 10:00p.m. We will enjoy a buffet by

Russobs Catering, | i ve onteilsriy8eckhand we wilhrgcognizermaumBer of L
our members for their contributions to the Chapter during 2@I#ne spend a pebbliday evening with
your NCRS family. We have contracted form®0 at

set additional tablesPlease RSN to me no later than DecemiEs.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

John Foster

Chairman
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a. Collector Cars and Fire Safety by John Foster

Over the years| 0 wbservedmany Corvetteownershavetheir i b o rpw s rfite @xbinguisherduring
NCRSFlight Judging,but oftenl 6 mo@cedthatthe extinguisheris haphazardlyncludedalongwith their
detailingsuppliesor spareparts,andmayor may not be accessibl®r usefulin the eventof anonboardfire.
And,w h a in éusgaragedesideur cars? Fuel,paintsandflammableliquids? Chemicals?More power
tools than dedicatedelectrical circuits? Extensioncords? Spaceheaters? Weldersand welding gas?
Absolutelyno fire risk in any of that, right? Fire safetyis somethingmostof ustakefor granteduntil we
smellsmoke.

Bill Lacy,alongtimememberof the St. Louis Chapter,
mentionedduring our monthly Chapterdinnermeeting
in November, that a recent garage fire near his
neighborhood in Florissant, MO, destroyed a
collectionof cars,includinga numbervintageMopars,
a Viper anda C4 Corvette. The fire wasactuallythe
result of a grassfire that spreadto the garagethat = " AEERETE Y
housednot only the cars but spare parts, racks of A few of the cars pulled fro _
wheels and tires, a paint booth and a supply of W'th demolition of the garage taking plag
flammableliquids. in the background.

As many of us are preparingto store cars for the winter, or begin off-seasonrestorationprojects, Bill
wantedto alertthe memberdo the needfor fire safety. | thoughtit might be helpful to researchhe topic a
little and sharesometechnicaladvice and that might savea collector car, or moreimportantly, a life. 1
droveoverto examinethe aftermathof the garagefire and| stoppedby the headquartersf the Florissant
Valley Fire ProtectionDistrict to seekthe adviceof Fire MarshalSteveGettemeier.
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VEHICLE FIRES

- We all rememberfrom high school chemistryclass
the three elementsnecessarycreatefire: heat, fuel,
andoxygen. Thattriangleof fire hasgenerallybeen
¥~ Standardequipmenton automobilesespeciallyolder
= collectorcars,andw e 0 all iitnesseda carburning
| on the side of the road at one time or another.
) rememberthe muIt| alarm responseto fires in the

The National Fire ProtectionAssociation (NFPA) reportedthat U.S. fire departmentsespondedo an
estimatedL64,000vehiclefires in the United Statesduring 2013with 300 deaths 925 injuries anddamages
exceedingbl.1billion. An analysisof datafor vehiclefires occurringbetween2003 2007 indicated49%
of fires were the result of mechanicalfailure or malfunction, 23% electrical, 8% intentional, 5% from
exposureo otherfire sourcesandonly 3% from collision.

GARAGE FIRES

TheU.S. Fire Administration(USFA) reportsthateachyearthereare6,600garagefires in homesthatresult

in anaveragenf 30 deaths400injuries,and$457million in propertyloss. Of thesegaragdfires, 93 percent
occurredin one andtwo-family homes,manyjust like thosethe mostNCRS memberdive in. Thefi h e a t
from powerede q u i p predoniratelyelectrical distribution, lighting and power transfer equipment
accountedfor 42 percentof all garagefires. The next two leading causescombinedaccountedfor 26
percentof garagdires: otherunintentionalcarelessactions(15 percentjandopenflames(11 percent). The
USFA alsoreportsthat the mostcommoncontributingfactor to ignition on garagefires between2009and
2011wasii mi sofirsaterialorp r o d (@ percent). In this category,abandonear discardednaterials
(16 percent)andheatsourcetoo closeto combustibleg13 percent)werethe specificfactorsthataccounted

for 29 percenof thefires.

FIRE PREVENTION

Fire MarshalGettemeiersuggestedhat peopletoo oftentakefire preventionfor grantedbecauséi t hjusty
d o nthonk it will everhappentot h e rhlowever,ii ii tt pdedictablej t pdrse v e nigthe mdniaof a
risk managemengxpertwhom | haveheardspeakat the FBI National Academyand severalconferences.
Couldyouthink or evenpredictyourrisk of sufferingavehicleor garagefire?

The datahighlightsthe predictabilityof i Mu r pLhayvadltheimportanceof propervehiclemaintenance
and inspectingour vehicles regularly for fuel leaks, potential electrical shorts, and the exposureof
combustiblematerialslike insulationor upholsteryto heatsources. And, sincenearlya quarterof vehicle
fires wereelectricalin nature,thatbatterycut off switchi s jugt for extendingthelife of the battery. The
Fire Marshal also pointed out that i ¢ r i tidirg insthie garageover the winter often chew through
electricalwires,andevenfuel lines, contributingto the potentialrisk of fire.

In the garagethe Fire Marshaladviseghatsafetystartswith keepingthe garageorderlyandclean,reducing

thefire load andensuringsafeegressout of the garage. We canstartreducingour exposurey limiting the
amountof combustible flammableand hazardousmaterialswe keepon hand. We s h o u Istdrendote
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thanwe needandusethe older materialsbeforebuying new, andproperlyrecyclehazardousnaterialsand
flammableliquids. Flammablédiquids shouldnot be storedon the floor or benchbut in cabinetsdesigned
specificallyto containspills.

Fire Marshal Gettemeieralso cited to the properuseof electricaltools and appliances. Most residential
garagesunlessspeciallydesignedand built to facilitate the automotivehobbyist,lack sufficient electrical
circuitsandoutletsfor all of the lighting, tools, chargersandapplianceghathobbyistwantin their garages.
This leadsto the misuseof extensioncords, especiallyundersizedextensioncords insufficient to safely
handlethe amperageadraw of applianceschargersor heaters. When Underwriter LaboratoriesUL) tests
electricalappliancesthey do so with a direct connectionfrom the applianceand neverwith an extension
cord.

Heatingthe garagecanalsoposesignificantrisk. Fire MarshalGettemeiepointedout thatthe International
Building Coderequireshedersto be atleast18 inchesoff thefloor soasto avoid contactwith spills.

As far asalarmsand smokedetectorsin garagesthe Fire Marshall pointed out that while heatdetectors
sensethe heatof a fire alreadyburning, smokedetectorscould be renderedinoperablebecausehey are
moresensitiveto the dirt anddustwe often createin our garages.Smokedetectorsn garagesnustbe kept
cleanand testedregularly. He addedthatin orderfor eitherthe heator smokedetectorsto provide the
eariestandloudestpossiblewarning,theyshouldbe connectedo the smokealarmsinsidethe home.

FIRE SUPPRESSION

Sol e begiswith somefire extinguishemasics. Hey,t h e wdijusefor the judging points! The NFPA
recognizedire extinguishersasatool for extinguishingor containingsmallfires in confinedareasuntil the

fire departmenarrives. Extinguishersarelimited by their size andthe potentialfor fire to spreadquickly.

As muchasyou love that car, the numberone priority is alwayspersonalsafety. While our first instinct

may be to control and extinguisha fire, it is critical to recognizeour limitations. Fire MarshalGettemeier
statedthatanindividual, who hasa fire extinguisherappropriateto the type of fire he or sheis facing, and

who hasa working knowledgeof how to usean extinguishermay be ableto suppresanii i n s istage e n t
f i mwieidh is a fire at its initial or beginningmoments Beyondthat, immediatelycall 9-1-1 and safely
evacuatdrom the areaof thefire.

Choosingthe correctfire extinguisherequiresmatchingthe extinguishetto the typesof fuel generatinghe
flame. Therearefive classesof fire extinguishersn the United States:ClassA, intendedfor useagainst
solid combustiblesClassB, for useagainstflammableliquids and gases,ClassC, non-conductiveagents
for useagainstenergizedelectricalequipment;ClassD for useagainstcombustiblemetals;and, ClasskK,

intendedfor useagainstoils andfats, generallykitchenfires. Fire Marshall Gettemeiersuggestedhat for

onboardour collectorvehicles,or any vehiclewe may be driving on a daily basis,andfor our garagesan
extinguisheshouldberatedfor ClassedB andC with anemphasi®n ClassB.

Fire extinguishingcapacityof the extinguisheiis ratedin accordancevith the requirement®f the ANSI/UL
711:RatingandFire Testingof Fire Extinguishers. Theseratingsincludethe numbersprecedinghe Class
letters,suchas1-A:10-B:C. In this examplethe numberl precedingthe A, is multiplied by 1.25,to give
the equivalentextinguishingcapacityin gallonsof water. The numberprecedinghe B indicatesthe areaof
afire, in squarefeet, that an ordinaryusershouldbe able to extinguish. Thereis no additionalrating for
classC, asthe C rating indicatesonly thatthe agentin this extinguishewill not conductelectricity,andan
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extinguishewill neverhavea Classof only C. Fire MarshalGettemeierecommendeduyingthe largest
possibleextinguisherthat canbe mountedin the vehicle or the garageandthat the extinguishershavethe
highestpossibleratingfor the areaof fire (thenumberin front of the B).

Automotive hobbyistsfor manyyearsrelied upon ClassBC extinguishers
containingHalon, a gaseousagentthat allowed for lighter extinguishers
thatdid notleavea damagingesidueafterdischarge.However,Halonwas
bannedn the United Statesin 1994 asit depletegshe Ozone. Todaythere
areanumberof saferii ¢ | & @ & ravaitaldlein BC extinguishers.

Fire extinguishersmust be servicedand readily accessibleio be useful.
Under normal conditions all classes of extinguishers should be
professionallyinspectedat leastannuallyfor volume and pressureof the
extinguishing agent.  The extinguisher should be professionally
The A2BCO ¢ disassemblednd inspectedservicedandrefilled at leasteveryfive years
extinguisher from my for wet chemicalsandCO2,andeverysix yearsfor dry chemicals

Corvette.

Fire extinguishersshould be placedso asto be readily available,unobstructedand nearan escaperoute
from thefire. In thevehicleit shouldbe mountedwithin reachof thedriver. In a garagethe extinguisher
shouldbe mountedon a wall nearthe door of the garageso that useris moving towardthe exit to reachit,
not movinginto theareaof thefire to find it.

Most extinguishersprovide only 10-15 secondsof continuedsuppressiono it is importantto learnthe
properuseof the extinguisher.A guideis the simpleacronymPASS: Pull the pin; Aim the extinguisherat
the baseof the flames;Squeezdahe handleof the extinguishetto releasehe agent;and, Sweepthe nozzleof
the extinguishersideto side acrossthe baseof the flames. Fire MarshalGettemeieisuggestedhat this is
importantenoughto considerconductinghandson tech sessionsat Chaptermeetingsto demonstratéhe
propertechnique. Your local fire departmentwould certainly be willing to assistin any demonstrations,
individual or group.

My thanksto fellow NCRS memberBill Lacy for bringing fire safetyto our attentionand to Steve
Gettemeieffor sharinghis knowledgeandexperience.
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Events

a. Fall Judging Meet by Kelly Waite

We had another great Judging EvenDctober at Love Park. We had the following cool cars to Judge:
57 Fuelie
66 Big Block coupe
95 L88 with only 9K miles

The 57 Fuelie was newly acquired by our own Larry Lipsitz and is a very special unrestored original 4
speed car wi t hthénly8&dK miles!j The 66 Big Bloek was broudht Jerry Garrett from
Indiana. He has bought other cars to our past evént&s greato have a pristine original 95 L88 with
only 9K miles. Very nice!

Thanks and kudos to all of our Judges!!! uvall really make the difference$pecial thanks to our
Tabul atorsé. Kay August us ng WBithathdse folRsuhe evaerd coaldhndt Ge n
happen. Getting the points correct is paramount!!

Alsoi special thanks to our Chief BBQér&rnie and Brenda Durlas!! And our Chief FryeDan
Rathgeber!!! They did an awesome job and we had another great BBQ!! Great Burgers, brats, Hot Dogs
Toasted Ravioli, Fries, and Egg Rollsluch appreciated!!!

Our next BBQ(er Judging meeiy scheduled for Saturday April 30th, 2016 in Love Park.
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b. Pere Marquette Road Trip Grafton Ferry
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