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View From the Chair by John Foster

We are already approaching nydar and the past couple of montiave been profound for the St. Louis
Chapter. We have enjoyed accomplishments but suffered loss.

During the past six months the Board worked to update the Chapteavidyand presented the revised By
Laws to the general membership in May. Atkhay med¢ing the membership voted to accept the new By
Laws. The revisions include compl i an-taswsandoffdr t h
a more contemporary definition of our Chapter as well as the elected and appointed positions within the
Chapter. More specifically, going forward, we will elect a Chair, Mibair, Treasurer, and Secretary to

serve ongyear terms, and one Board Member who will serve a tea@eterm. The Vic€hair will

automatically be nominated for the position of Chiagr following year. In addition, the Chair will appoint
committees and committee chairs as necessary, including a Judging Chair, Event Chair, Membership Cha
and an Editor fothe newsletter and wedite. Joe Raine will be posting the new-Bgws to tle website.

Rain could not stop the Chapter from conducting our spring Chapter Judging on April 30. Judging Chair
Mike Hanley and everyone who turned out to judge, tabulate, and participate deserve congratulations for
another successful judging event.fadot, the event was so successful that it garnered accolades in a thread
on the Corvette Forum website where NCRS s, to say the least, not always appreciated. Our next judging
event is October 1 at Love Park.

Sadly, on May 12th the Chapter lost longéi member and absolute Corvette enthusiast Bill Lacy. It was

Bill who actually got me involved in the NCRS and was a great help when | purchased my first C2 in 1999.
In fact, he rebuilt my headlight motors just weeks before he passed away. Bill gn#dily missed in the
Corvette hobby. Please Keep Dian, Michele, and the family in youghit®and prayers.

In this newsletter you will find the guidelines and application for the NCRS Foundation Scholarship
program. These scholarships are awardeddasn scholastic achievement, leadership and character.
Applicants must be NCRS members, or children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews of NCRS members in
good standing and must have applied and been accepted teseq@mstiary school, college or univéysi
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and planning to enroll in 12 or more semester hours. Complete applications must be post madesd betw
June 1 and August 10, 2016.

We still meet at 6: 30 PM on the second Thursday
havenota bddenmetro meeting for a while come on out
your chapter, to have a bite and or a drink with friends, and of course to share Corvette stories. Guests ar
always welcome and encouraged.

a. 57 Radio Aerial Restoration by Frank Bloemke

Last September at Oc onoim®egiomal Jidgrd Meet ratiesnpted ony fest W
AnPerformance Verification Awardi with my 57. I
check aut the entire car since he had no other 56 or 57 to do that day. The first 4 were pretty
straightforward fixes i.e. | knew what to do, but the radio aerial; as Rumsfield would say had a lot of
Aknown unknownso.

When | finished my restorationin2011eett ed t o buy a Arepoodo for $115
have the fiknownA approxi mate 30 up and down mov
the housing. My original aerial was bent, very loose and polished down to the brassitsbea the

housing had pot metal parts, | was afraid to attempt disassembly. Now | would have to learn how in order
to repair and rglate it.

DISASSEMBLY

First, the | ower section did have approithradiat el y
on), but then you could feel it disengage and t
and wedge tightly into the black rubber compression sleeve at the top of the housing. After removing the
aerial from car, | found thatif pushed the tube down 20 where it
persuaded out by its shoulder and removed and then the tube could be removed. (photos 4,5 & 6)

mid-section tube

bottom section tube
home made up stop

from polyethelene tube

cap felt nut contour rubber contour washer
washer washer washer cup :
compression
sleeve to
btm. section

03/21/2016
4
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Aerial in retracted position 13 1/4" from
top of new up-stop to ball tip

up stop contacts compression sleeve
limiting up travel to 2 3/4 "

03/22/2016

5

tape is even with top of
housing when btm section is
fully retracted 2 3/4"

housing
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Thisoccurreb ecause the outside
except for the bottom, which

indication of a missing stop or slider on the bottom tubé, sou s e d
housing (photos 8 & 9).

snake mini-cam veiw
inside contact sleeve at

btm of housing
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All I could see was a slide bar on the inside of the houbungo stop.Incidentally you can find a mini

shake cam on the internet for about $8Qg it in to your computer USB and explore and take pictures of
just about anything including your dental woN/hy there is no stop is a real mystery to me because once
the tubedisengages electrically it is only held by the sleeve at the top of the housing and can wiggle arou
enough to do a lot of damage.

Second, the ball tip is pressed on aCGladptheucdt be
protected with wod in a vise.Slot a stick of handood slip it under the ball, tape the ball to the stick so
you donodt Ilitofwih aismall hammmed. t a p

Next the telescoping sections had to be disassenthleéthe bottom end of the lower tube was plugged

with someiunknowrd substance This material was like a fibrous crystalline glue, which | later found out
was pr obabdpyttydilptl ucntbwelrd be easily and caitand ul |y
scraped clean so that the middle tube sectid be pushed out the bottorfihe middle tube section had

the same type plug which had to be drilled out so the top stainless rodequidhed outThe middle

tube section had a spring copyieonze contact slider soldered to its bottom efide sider was missing on

the bottom of the top stainless rodsalvaged some similar parts from an old switch and fashioned a new
slider for the rodand soldered it ofphoto 3.

[home made slider soldered to.
bottom of stainless rod top section .

0372112016
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PLATING AND POLISHING

To keep fromosing the brass ball tip during handlingabghthe plating and polishing process a short
piece of brass rod was filed down in a lathe for a light press fit into theTdeadl plater was happy to see |

gavehim a handle
(photos 1, 2 & 3). s b

R ™=
S~ \_)

top ball pressed on handle for
plating and polishing

- .

new slider on top section made
from old switch parts

mid section dipped in wax and
wrapped in duct tape to protect

slider contact 03/21/2016
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