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View From the Chair  by John Foster  

 

We are already approaching mid-year and the past couple of months have been profound for the St. Louis 

Chapter.  We have enjoyed accomplishments but suffered loss. 

 

During the past six months the Board worked to update the Chapter By-Laws and presented the revised By-

Laws to the general membership in May.  At the May meeting the membership voted to accept the new By-

Laws.  The revisions include compliance with the requirements of the NCRS óNationalò By-Laws and offer 

a more contemporary definition of our Chapter as well as the elected and appointed positions within the 

Chapter.  More specifically, going forward, we will elect a Chair, Vice-chair, Treasurer, and Secretary to 

serve one-year terms, and one Board Member who will serve a three-year term.  The Vice-Chair will 

automatically be nominated for the position of Chair the following year.  In addition, the Chair will appoint 

committees and committee chairs as necessary, including a Judging Chair, Event Chair, Membership Chair, 

and an Editor for the newsletter and web-site.  Joe Raine will be posting the new By-Laws to the website. 

 

Rain could not stop the Chapter from conducting our spring Chapter Judging on April 30.  Judging Chair 

Mike Hanley and everyone who turned out to judge, tabulate, and participate deserve congratulations for 

another successful judging event.  In fact, the event was so successful that it garnered accolades in a thread 

on the Corvette Forum website where NCRS is, to say the least, not always appreciated.  Our next judging 

event is October 1 at Love Park. 

 

Sadly, on May 12th the Chapter lost long time member and absolute Corvette enthusiast Bill Lacy.  It was 

Bill who actually got me involved in the NCRS and was a great help when I purchased my first C2 in 1999.  

In fact, he rebuilt my headlight motors just weeks before he passed away.  Bill will be greatly missed in the 

Corvette hobby.  Please Keep Dian, Michele, and the family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

In this newsletter you will find the guidelines and application for the NCRS Foundation Scholarship 

program.  These scholarships are awarded based on scholastic achievement, leadership and character.  

Applicants must be NCRS members, or children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews of NCRS members in 

good standing and must have applied and been accepted to a post-secondary school, college or university 
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and planning to enroll in 12 or more semester hours.  Complete applications must be post marked between 

June 1 and August 10, 2016. 

 

We still meet at 6:30 PM on the second Thursday of each month at JJôs Restaurant in St. Charles.  If you 

havenôt been to a dinner meeting for a while come on out and join us to stay updated on whatôs going on in 

your chapter, to have a bite and or a drink with friends, and of course to share Corvette stories.  Guests are 

always welcome and encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

Last September at Oconomowoc (editorôs note:  Wisconsin Regional Judging Meet) I attempted my first 

ñPerformance Verification Awardñ with my 57.  I failed 5 of 141 checks.  John St. Peter was kind enough to 

check out the entire car since he had no other 56 or 57 to do that day.  The first 4 were pretty 

straightforward fixes i.e. I knew what to do, but the radio aerial; as Rumsfield would say had a lot of 

ñknown unknownsò. 

 

When I finished my restoration in 2011 I elected to buy a ñrepoò for $115 which failed because it did not 

have the ñknownñ approximate 3ò up and down movement with the lower section.  Instead it was fixed to 

the housing.  My original aerial was bent, very loose and polished down to the brass tube and since the 

housing had pot metal parts, I was afraid to attempt disassembly.  Now I would have to learn how in order 

to repair and re-plate it. 

 

DISASSEMBLY 

 

First, the lower section did have approximately 3ò of movement (with electrical contact, check with radio 

on), but then you could feel it disengage and the radio would cut out.  It would then move freely about 8ò 

and wedge tightly into the black rubber compression sleeve at the top of the housing.  After removing the 

aerial from car, I found that if I pushed the tube down 2ò where it was free the sleeve could then be 

persuaded out by its shoulder and removed and then the tube could be removed. (photos 4,5 & 6) 
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This occurred because the outside diameter (OD) of the tube was .307 to .309 ñ from top to bottom (btm); 

except for the bottom, which tapered from .309 to .317 ñ forming the wedge: another unknown.  I saw no 

indication of a missing stop or slider on the bottom tube, so I used my ñmini-snake camò to look inside the 

housing (photos 8 & 9). 
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All I could see was a slide bar on the inside of the housing, but no stop.  Incidentally you can find a mini-

snake cam on the internet for about $20, plug it in to your computer USB and explore and take pictures of 

just about anything including your dental work.  Why there is no stop is a real mystery to me because once 

the tube disengages electrically it is only held by the sleeve at the top of the housing and can wiggle around 

enough to do a lot of damage. 

 

Second, the ball tip is pressed on and must be removed from the top stainless .125ò rod.  Clamp the rod, 

protected with wood in a vise.  Slot a stick of hardwood, slip it under the ball, tape the ball to the stick so 

you donôt lose it, and tap it off with a small hammer. 

 

Next the telescoping sections had to be disassembled, but the bottom end of the lower tube was plugged 

with some ñunknownò substance.  This material was like a fibrous crystalline glue, which I later found out 

was probably ñplumberôs putty.ò  It could be easily and carefully drilled out, with a 1/16ò drill bit and 

scraped clean so that the middle tube section could be pushed out the bottom.  The middle tube section had 

the same type plug which had to be drilled out so the top stainless rod could be pushed out.  The middle 

tube section had a spring copper-bronze contact slider soldered to its bottom end.  The slider was missing on 

the bottom of the top stainless rod.  I salvaged some similar parts from an old switch and fashioned a new 

slider for the rod and soldered it on (photo 3). 
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PLATING AND POLISHING 

 

To keep from losing the brass ball tip during handling through the plating and polishing process a short 

piece of brass rod was filed down in a lathe for a light press fit into the ball.  The plater was happy to see I 

gave him a handle 

(photos 1, 2 & 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 






































