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 a.  View From the Chair  by Denny Marshall  

 

Summer is in full swing since our last news letter and we have had more great events. 

 

In April we had a great judging event and tech session.  I would like to thank Ernie and Brenda Durlas for 

another great BBQ.  I also want to thank all of the of the judges and tabulators and everyone that helped.  A 

special thanks to Greg Simon, Mike Hanley, Bill Braun North Central Chicago director and Judging chair 

Kelly Waite for a wonderful tech session and meet.  

 

The Easter show at Forest Park was a great time and a good showing from our club. 

 

On June 1
st
, myself and many club members met members of the KC NCRS chapter in Columbia, MO for 

a planning meeting for the upcoming 2014 convention in KC.  We will keep you posted. 

 

Bloomington Gold Corvette Show this year moved to a new venue in Champaign, IL.  I thought there were 

a few bugs to be worked out, but a really nice show and great location.  I cannot wait until next year. 

 

Please note that our dinner meetings are on the second Thursday of each month. 

 Featur e Items  
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In 1969 Jim and Kay Augustus sold their 1963 Corvette to fund the down payment on a new home.  Jim 

promised Kay that they would replace the car.  In 1989 they did replace ñKayôs car,ò with a Sebring silver, 

fuel-injected, ó63 coupe.  Over the past 40 years Jim has methodically collected parts that will be used to 

restore Kayôs car. 

 

Spring forward to 2013é the restoration of Kayôs car is well underway. The body has been completely 

restored by Ron Bochantin who finished the car with beautiful Sebring silver lacquer.  When complete, the 

car will sport a dark blue interior, a stunning color combination! 

 

With the body finished and the car back in Jim and Kayôs garage, Jim decided it is time to turn his attention 

to restoration of the chassis.  In order to do so, the body needed to be safely removed from the chassis and 

tucked safely out of the way.  A body lift, what a perfect excuse to gather NCRS friends from the St. Louis 

Chapter. 

 

However, this would be no ordinary body lift.  No hands all over that gorgeous new lacquer.  No slings.  

No, Jim and his good friend Dave Buescher, are far too creative for that.  Dave had seen on-line photos of a 

body shop using a hydraulic lift to remove a body.  With a perfectly good Eagle two post lift standing in the 

middle of Jim and Kayôs garage, Jim and Dave set out to design and fabricate an adapter for the lift to safely 

facilitate lifting the Corvette body from itsô chassis.  Using Daveôs drawings, and the machinist talents of 

one of Jimôs neighbors, the trio fabricated beams and adjustable hands that could be securely attached to 

Jimôs 10,000 pound Eagle two-post lift. 

 

The four lift pads were removed from the arms of the lift and the fabricated beams were bolted into place 

across the arms on each side of the lift.  Aluminum hands are bolted to collars that slide over the beam, 

allowing the hands to be adjusted fore and aft, and secured under the corners of the birdcage of the body and 

between the rocker panel mounting brackets.   Notches in the hands provide clearance for the edges of the 

fiberglass body panels. 

 

The lift made quick work of raising the body from the chassis and placing it on the body dolly.  The 

finishing touch to a job well done was the barbequed pulled pork and refreshments that Kay prepared for 

lunch. Hopefully it wonôt be long before Jim and Kay invite us over for lunch again, as the lift sets the body 

of Kayôs ô63 back on a completely restored chassis and drive train.

 Articles   

 a.  A Better Body Lift  by J ohn Foster  
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Kayôs car was rolled into the lift 

bay on wheel dollies, allowing the 

car to be carefully centered in the 

lift.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the pads removed from the arms 

of the lift, the fabricated beams were 

pinned and bolted into the arms of the 

lift.  The adjustable aluminum hands 

are lined up with the birdcage.  

Notches cut into the hands clear the 

edges of the body. 
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Dave adjusts the hands under 

the lift points of the birdcage, 

ensuring that placement does 

not contact the fiberglass body 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With all of the body bolts removed, the 

body is carefully lifted from the chassis.  

The wheel dollies allow the chassis to be 

adjusted as the body is lifted from it. 
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With the body safely in the 

air, the chassis is rolled out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The body is carefully lowered 

onto the body dolly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Page 6 of 20 

   

THE LEGEND  

            Volume 25, Number 2 NCRS St. Louis Chapter Second Quarter 2013 

 

 

 

 

The placement of the aluminum 

hands under the birdcage as the 

body comes to rest on the dolly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the body securely on the 

dolly, Kay took charge and told 

us to put the toys away because it 

was lunch time. 
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Back in April we had a great Judging Event!!!  We judged a 63, 57 and a 59.  Thanks to all of those who 

judged!!!  Also thanks to those who brought their cars to be judged!!!  We had a great turn out and great 

Judging participation!! 

 

 

 

Hereôs the 63. 
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 Events 

 a.  Spring Judging Event  by Kelly Waite  

 

 




























